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PREFACE. 


H E Celebrating the 
| Praiſes of the Dead, 


i an Argument ſo worn 


out by long and frequent uſe ; 


and now become ſo nauſeous, by 
the flattery that uſually attends 
it, that it is no wonder if Funeral 
Orations, or Panegiricks, are more 
conſidered for the Elegancy of 
Style, and fineneſs of Wit, than 
for the Authority they carry with 
them as to the truth of matters 
of Fall. And yet I am not here- 
by deterred from medling with 
this kind of Argument, nor from 
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The Preface. 


handling it with all the plainneſs 
T. can: delivering only what I 
my ſelf heard and ſaw, without 
any borrowed Ornament. TI do 
eaſily foreſee how many will be 
engaged for the (upport of their 
Impious Maxims and Immoral 
Praftices, to diſparage what TI 
am towrite. Others will cenſure 
it, becauſe it comes from one of 
my Profeſſion, too many ſuppoſing 
us to be induced, to frame ſuch 
Diſcourſes for carrying on what 
they are pleaſed to call Our 
Trade. Some will think I dreſs 
it up too artificially, and others, 
that I preſent it too plain and 
naked, 
' But being reſolved: to govern 
my ſelf by the exatt Rules of 
Truth, I ſhall be leſs concerned 
in the Cenſures 1 may fall under. 
lt may ſeem liable to great Ex- 
ception, 


The Preface.” 
ception, that TI ſhould diſcloſe ſo 
many things, that were diſcove- 
red to me, if not under the Seal 
of Confeſſion, yet under the con- 
fidence of Friendſhip ; But this 
Noble Lord himſelf not only re- 


i leaſed me from all obligation of 


this kind, when I waited on him 
7m his Haft Sickneſs, a few days 
{ before he died, but gave it me in 
Charge not to ſpare him in any 
thing which I thought might be 
of uſe to the Living ; and was 
not ill pleaſed to be laid open, 
as well in the worſt as in the beſt 
| and laſt part of his life, being 

fo fencere in bis Repentance, that 
he was not unwilling to take 
ſhame to himfelf , by ſuffering 
his Faults to be expoſed for the 
benefit of others. 
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The Preface. 
I write with one preat diſad- 
vantage , that I cannot reach his 
chief Deſign, without mentioning 
fome of his Faults : But 1 have 
touched them as tenderly as the 
Occaſion would bear: and I am 
ſure with much more ſoftneſs than 
he deſired, or would have con- | 
fented unto, had I told him how 
l intended to manage this part. 
T bave related nothing with per- 
ſonal reflections on any others, con- 
cerned with him, wiſhing rather 
that they themſelves refledting 
on the ſenſe he had of his former 
Diſorders, may be thereby led to 
forſake their own ; than that they 
' ſhould be any ways Reproach'd 
by what I write: and therefore 
though he uſed very few Reſerves 
with me, as to his courſe of life, 
yet ſince others had a ſhare in 
moſt parts of it, T ſhall relate | 
nothing 


\ 
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nothing but what more imme- 
diately concerned himſelf : and 
ſhall ſay no more of his faults, than 
is neceſſary to illuſtrate his Repen- 
tance. 

The Occaſion that led me into 
ſo . particular a knowledge of 
him, was an intimation given me 
by a Gentleman of his acquain= 


' tance, of his deſire to ſee me. 


This was ſometime in October, 
I679. when he was ſlowly reco- 
wering out 4 a great Diſeaſe. 
He had undefftood that I often 
attended on one well known to 
him, that died the Summer be- 


. fore; He was alſo then enter- 


taining himſelf in that low ſtate 
of his health, with the firft part of 
the Hiſtory of the Reformation 
then newly come out, with which 
he ſeemed not ill pleaſed: and 
we had accidentally met in two 
or 


The Preface. 


or three places ſometime before. 
Theſe were the Motives that ted 
him to call for my Company. Afﬀ- 
ter I had waited on him once or 
twice, he grew into that freedom 
with me, as to open to me all his 
thoughts , both of Religion and 
Morality : and to give me a full 
view of his paſt life © and ſeemed 
not uneaſie at my frequent Viſits. 
So till he went from Landon, 
which was in the beginning of 
April, I waited on him often. 
As foon as I heard how ill he 
was, and how much he was 
touched with the ſenſe of his for- 
mer life, T writ to him, and 
received from him an Anſwer , 
that, without my knowledge, was 
printed fince his Death; from 
a Copy which one of his Servants 
conveyed to the Preſſe. In it 
there is fo undeſerved a Value 


put 
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put, on me, that it had been very 
indecent for me to have pub- 
liſht it : Tet that muſt be at- 
tributed to his Civility and way 
of breeding : and indeed he 
was particularly known to fo few 
of the Clergy, that the good 
Opinion he had of me, is to be 
imputed only to his unacquain= 
. tance mith others. 

My end of Writing is ſo to 
diſcharge the laſt Commands 
this Lord left on me , as that 
it may be effefiual to awaken 
thole who run 0n to all the ex- 
ceſſes of Riot ; and that in the 
midſt of thoſe heats, which their 
Luſts and Paſſions raiſe in them, 
they may be a little wrought on 
by ſo great an Inſtance , of One 
who had run round the whole 
Circle of Luxury ; and' as So- 
lomon 


The Preface. 
lomon ſays of himſelf, What- 
ſocver his Eyes delired , he 
kept it not from them; and 
withheld his Heart from no 

Joy. But when he looked back 
on all that on which he had 
waſted his Time and Strength, 
he eſteemed it Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit : though he 
had both. as much natural Wit, 
and as much acquired by Learn- 
ing, and both as much improved 
with thinking and ſtudy, as per- 
haps any Libertine of the Age. 
Tet when he reflefted on all bis 
former Courſes , even before his 
Mind was illuminated with 
better thoughts, he counted then 
madneſs and folly. But when 
the Powers of Religion came to 
operate on him, then he added 
a deteſtation to the Contempt 
he 


The Preface. 
he formerly had of them , ſuit- 


able to what became a /incere 
Penitent, and expreſſed himſelf 
in ſo clear and ſo calm a man- 
ner, ſo ſenſible of his Failings 
towards his Maker and his 
Redeemer, that as it wrought 
not a little on thoſe that were 
about him ; So, I hope, the 
making it Publick may have a 
more general Influence , chiefly 
on thoſe on whom his former 
Converſation might have bad ill 
Effefs. 

I have endeavoured to give 
his Charatter as fully as I could 
take it : for I who ſaw himonly 
in one light, in a ſedate and 
quiet temper, when he was un- 
der a great decay of Strength 
and loſs of Spirits, cannot give 
his Piflure with that life and 


arlvantage_ 


The Preface. 
advantage that others may, who 
knew him when his Parts were 
more bright and lively : Tet the 
Compoſure he was then in, may 
perhaps be ſuppoſed to_ballance 
any abatement of his| uſual Vi- 
gour which the declination of 
his Health brought him under. 
I have written this Diſcourſe 
with as much Care, and have 
conſidered it as narrowly as I 
could. IT am ſure I have ſaid 
nothing but Truth; I have done it 
flowly, and often uſed my ſecond 
thoughts in it, not being ſo much 
concerned in the Cenſures might 
fall on my ſelf, as Cautious that 
nothing ſhould paſs, that might 
obſtrutt my only deſign of writing, 
which is the doing what I cani 
towards the reforming a looſe and 


lewd Age. And if ſuch a Signal 


Inſiance 


The Preface; 


Inſtance concurring with all the 
Evidence that we have for our 
moſt holy Faith, has no effeft on 
thoſe who are running the ſame 
Courſe, it is much to be feared 
they are given up to a reprobate 


ſenſe. 


Errata. 


Age 15. line 14. for too read to, p. 27, 
. 16. 17. dele had a Stage, and p. 108, 
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Earl of Rochefter. 
J* Wilmot Farl of Rocheſter 


was born in April, Anno 


p Dom. 1648. his Father was 
| Henry Farl of Rocheſter, but beſt 
| known by the Title of the Lord 
| B Wilmot, 


\ 
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Some Paſſages of the Life 


Wilmot , who bore ſo great a 
part 1n all the late Wars, that 
mention 1s often made of him} 
in the Hiſtory : And had the} 
chief ſhare in the Honour of 
the preſeryagion of his Ma-|; 
jelty "that now Reigns , atfter|| 
IWorceſter Fight, and the Con- | 
veying ſim from Place toþ 
Place , till he happily eſcaped}} 
into France : Burt dying before| 
the King's Return, he left his} 
Son little other Inheritance, } 
but the Honayr and Tyle de-| 
rivcd to lym, with the preten-|| 
ſions ſuch eminent Services|: 
gave lim to the Kings fayour :|} 
Theſe were carctully managed} 
by the great prudence and dif- 
cretion of his Mother,a Daugh- 
tcr of that Noble and ancient 
Famuly of the St. Johns of Wilt- 
Jbire, ſo that his Education was 
carried 


# 


and Death of Jotin E, of Rocheſter. 
carried on 1n all chings ſurably 
to his Quality. 


When he was at School he 


was an extraordinary Proficient 
7 at tis Book: andthoſe ſhining 


parts which have ſfhce appcar- 


| edwith fo much luſtre ; began 
7 then to ſhew themſelves: He 
7 acquired the Latin to ſuch per- 
©} fection, that to is dying-day 
! heretained a great reliſh of the 
! fineneſs and Beauty of that 
-2|} Tongue : and was cxactl 

{ verſed in the incomparable 
1 Authors that writ about Au- 
| guſtus's time , whom he read 
|} ofen with that peculiar delight 
þ which the greateſt Wits have 


ever found in thoſe Studies. 
When he went to the Uni- 
zerſity the general Joy which 
over-ran the whole Nation 
upon his Majeſtics Reftauration, 
B 2 but 
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but was not regulated with 
that Sobricty and Temperance, 
that became a ſerious gratitude 
to God for ſo great a Bleſling, | 
produced ſome of it's 11] eftects | 
on him: H8 began to love theſe | 
diſorders too much ; His Tutor | 
was that Eminent and Pious | 
Divine Dr. Blanford, afterwards |! 
promoted to the Secs of Oxford |} 
and Worceſter : And under his } 
Inſpection, he was commautted | 
to the more 1mmedaate care of |f 
Mr. Phineas Berry , a Fellow || 
of Wadham-Colledge, a very | 
learned and good natured man z | 
whom he afterwards cycr uſed 
with much reſpect, and re- | 
warded him as became a great | 
man. Bur the humour of that } 
time wrought ſo much on him, 
that he broke off the Courſe. of 
his Studies; to which no means 


could 
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and Death of John E, of Rocheſter. 


could eyer cffectually recall 
him ; till when he was in Italy 
his Governor Dr. Balfour a 
learned and worthy man, now 
a Celebrated Phyſitian in Scot- 
land his Native Country ; drew 
him to read ſuch Books, as were 
molt likely to bring him back 
to love Learning and Study : 


and he often acknowledged to 


me, in particular three days be- 
fore his Death, how much he 


was obliged to Love and Ho- 


nour this his Goyernour , to 


! whom he thought he owed 
7 more than to all the World, 
] next after his Parents, for his 
- || great Fidelity and Care of him, 
{ while he was under his truſt. 


But no part of it atte&ted him 
more ſenſibly, than that he en- 
aged him by _ tricks (10 

C h* e expreſſed it) to delight in 
B 3 . Books 
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Books and reading ; So. that 
ever after he took occaſion! in 
the Intervals of thoſe woful 


Extravagancies that confumed | 
moſt of his time to read much: | 


and though the time was gene- | 
rally but indifterently employ- | 
cd, for the choice of the Sub- | 
jets of his Studies. was not al- | 
ways good , yet the habitual | 
Love of Knowledge together | 
with theſe fits of ſtudy , had | 


much awakened: his Under- | 


ſtanding, and: preparcd' hinvfor 
better things, when his mund | 


ſhould be ſo far changed as to , 


_ relliſh them. 


He came from his Travels-in 
the 18h Year of his Age, and' | 
appcarcd at Court with as great | 


Advantages as moſt ever had. 
He was a Gracctul and. well 
ſhaped Perſon , tall and well 
made, 


£ 


| 


£ 
. 
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made, if not a little too ſlender : 
He was exactly well bred, and 
what by a modeft behaviour }. 


natural to him, what by a Civi- 
* | liry become almoſtas nataral,his 
4 Converſation was cafic and ob- 
E lging. He had a ftrange V+- 
{ vacity of thought,and vigour of 
Z expreſſion: His Wit had a ſub- 
Z tility and fablimity both, thac 
| were ſcarce wnitable. His Style 
Z was clear and ſtrong : When 
q he uſed Figures they were very 
{ lively, and yer far enough our 
7 of the Common Road : he had 
7 made himfelf Maſter of the 
1 Ancient and Modern Wir, . and 


f of the Modern French and 


I Tralian as well as the Engliſh. 


He loved to talk and write of 
Speculative Matters, and did it 
with ſo fine a thread, that even 
thoſe who hated the Subjects 
B 4 that 
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that his Fancy ran upon, yet 
could not but be charmed with 
his way of treating of them. 
Boileau among the French, and 
Cowley among the Engliſh Wits, 
were thoſe he admired moſt. 
Sometimesother mensthoughts 
mixed with his Compoſures , 
bur that flowed rather trom the 
Impreſſions they made on him 
when he read them, by which 
they came to return upon him 
as his own thoughts ; than that 
he ſervilely copied from any. 
For tew men ever had a bolder 
flight of fancy, more ſteddily 
porn by Judgment than he 
ad. 'No wonder a young man 
ſo made, and fo improved was 
very acceptable in a Court. 
Soon after his coming thither 
he laid hold on the firſtOccaſion 
that offered to ſhew his readi- 
neſs 


and Death of John E, of Rocheſter. 


neſs to hazard his life in the 
Defence and Service of his 


# Country. In Winter 1665. he 


{ went with the Earl of Sandwich 


to Sea, when he was ſent to 
lie for the Dutch Faſt-India 
Fleet ; and was in the Revenge, 
Commanded by Sir T7homas 
Tiddiman , when the Attack 
was made on the Port of Berger 
1n Norway, the Dutch Ships ha- 
ving got into that Port. It 
was as deſperate an Attempt as 
ever was made: during the 


' whole Action, the Earl of Ro- 


cheſter ſhewed as brave and as 
rcſolute a Courage as was poſli- 
ble : A Perſon of Honour told 


me he heard the Lord Clifford, 
who was 1n the ſame Ship, often 


| magnmifie his Courage at that 
| time very Iighly. Nor did 
| the Rigours of the Seaſon, the 


hard- 


p 


Sorne Paſſages of the Life 


hardneſs of the Voyage, and | 
the extream danger he had been | 
in, deter him from running the | 
like onthe very next Occaſton; |] 
For the Summer following he | 
went to Sea again, without || 
communicating his deſign to 
his neareſt Relations. He went | 
aboard the Ship Commanded | : 
by Sir Edward Spragge the day |? 
before the great Sea-fight of ®7- 
that Year : Almoſt all the Vo» : | 
lantcers thar were in the fame | 
Ship were killed. Mr. Middleton |? 
(brother to Sir Hugh Middleton) | 
was ſhot in his Arms. During |: 
the Action, Sir Edward Spragge |$ 
not being fatisfied with the be- il 
haviour of one of the Captains, 
could not cafily find a Perſon 
that would cheartully venture 
through ſo much danger, to |] 
carry his Commands to that 
Captain |} 


7 
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Captain This Lord offered 
himfelf to the Service ; and 


{ wentin a lutle Boar, through 


all the ſhot , and: delivered his 


3 Meflage, and returned back to 


Sir Edward: which was much 
commended by all that faw tt. 
He thought 1t neceffary to be- 
g1n his lite with theſe Demon- 
ſtrations of his Courage in an 


2 Element and way of fighting, 
2 which is acknowledged to be 
! the greateſt tmal of clear and 
7 undaunted Valour. 


He had'ſo-entirely laid down: 


7 the Intemperance that was 
3 growing on-hum before his Tra- 
$ vels, that at his Return he 
J hated-nothing more. But fall- . 
q ing into Company that loved 
* cheſe Exceſles, he was, though 
not without difficulty, and by 
7 many ſteps, brought back to1t 


agall, 


II 
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again. And the natural heat | 
of his fancy, being inflamed by | 
Wine , made him fo extrava- 1 
gantly pleafant;that many to be |: 
more diverted by that humor, * 
ſtudied to engage him deeper | 
and deeper in Intemperance: | 
which art length did fo entirely it 
ſubdue him ; that, as he told | 
me, for five years together he | 
was continually Drunk : notall Z. 
the while under the vilible ef- 2 
fect of it, bur his blood was fo 1. 
inflamed, that he was not 1n |: 
all that time cool enough to be | 
perfectly Maſter of himſelf. |? 
This led him to fay and do |}. 
many wild and unaccountable it 
things: By this, he ſaid, he had Þf | 
broke the firm conſtitution | : 
of his Health, that ſeemed fo i} 
{trong, that nothing was too |i| 


hard for it ; and he had ſuffered i} 
ſq 


4 


4 
- 
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and Death of Jobn E, of Rocheſter. 
ſo much in his Reputation, that 


7 he almoſt diſpaired to recover 
- 2 it. There were two Principles 


/ in his natural temper, that be- 
7 ing heighten'd by that heat car- 
| ried him to great excefles: a vi- 
 f} olent love of Pleaſure,and a dif- 
| poſition to extravagant Marth. 
{ The one involved him in great 


 # ſenſuality: the other led him to 


many - odd Adventures and 
Frollicks, in which he was of 
in hazard of his life. The one 
being the ſame irregular appe- 
tite in his Mind, that the other 
was 1n his Body, which made 
him think nothing diverting 


{ that was not extravagant. And 


though in cold blood he was 


{ a generous and good natured 


man, yet he would go far in 


J his hears, after any thing that 


might turn to a Jeſt or matter 


of 


14 Somme Paſſages of the Life 


of Diverſion : He aid to me, 
He never improved his Intereſt } 
at Court, to do a premeditate |? 
Miſchicf to other perſons. Yet |! 
he laid out his Wit very freely |! 
in Libels and Satyrs, in which | 
he had a peculiar Talent of mux- | 
ing his Wit with his Malice, | 
and fitting both with ſuch apt | 
words, that Men were tempted |? 
to be pleaſed with them: from | 
thence his Compoſures came to |! 
be cafily known, for few had | 
ſucha way of tempering theſe 
rogether as he had; So that} 
when any thing extraordinary |: 
that way came out, as a Child |} 
is fathered ſometimes by its Re- þ 
ſemblance, fo was it laid at his 
Door as its Parent and Au- | 
thor. | 
Theſe Exerciſes in the courſe | 
of Tis lite were not always | 


equally 
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equally pleaſant to Iim ; he 
had often fad Intervals and {e- 
vere Reflections on them : and 
though then he had not theſc 
awakened in him from any 
deep Principle of Religion, yet 
the horrour that Nature raiſed 
in him, eſpecially in ſome Sick- 
neſles, made him too eafie to 


receive ſome all Principles, 


which others endeavoured to 
poſſeſs him with; ſo that he 
was too ſoon brought to ſet 
himſelf cog ſecure, and fortifie 
his Mind againſt that, by dif- 
ſſefling it all he could of the 
clicf or apprehenſions of Re- 
The Licentiouſneſs of 

his temper, with the briskneſs 


Z of his Wit, diſpoſed him to love 


the Converſation of thoſe who 


. | divided their time berween 


|| kewd Actions and uregular 


Marth. 


and Death of John E, of Rocheſter. 15 
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Mirth. And ſo he came to | 
bend his Wit, and direct his ! 
Srudies and Endeavours to fup- |: 'f 
port and ſtrengthen theſe 1ll } 
Principles both in himſelf and | 1 
others. q 
An accident fell out after this, | I 
which confirmed him more in | ; 
'F 
[ 
1 


theſe Courſes : when he went | 
to Sca inthe Year 1665, there | 
happened to be in the ſame || 
Ship with him Mr. Montague | 
and another Gentleman of ft; 
Quality, theſe two, the former || 
eſpecially , ſeemed perſwaded | [ 
that they ſhould nevyer return | 


into England. Mr. Mountague | 1 
ſud, He was ſure of jt: the |! / 
other was not ſo poſitive. The Bf 


Farl of Rocheſter, and the laſt Fr 
of theſe, entred into a formal |? 
Engagement, not without Ce- 
remomes of Religion , that if 
cither 


and Death of John E, of Rocheſter. 


| either of them died, he ſhould 
© appear, and give the other no- 
EZ rice of the future Stare, 1f there 
4 was any. Bur Mr. Montague 
1 would not enter into the Bond. 
When the day came that they 
 choughe to have taken the 
} Dutch-Flcet in the Port of Ber- 
Jen. Mr. Mountague though 
he had ſuch a ſtrong Prelage in 


F) 


 Ehis Mind of Is approaching 
2 death, yer he generouſly ftaid 
Ball che while * 1n che place of 
 Rgrcateſt danger : The other 
Gentleman fignahzed his Con- 
Frage 1n a moſt undaunted man- 
ner, till near. the end of the 
Action; when he fell on a 
Budden into ſuch a rrembling 

that he could fcarce ftand: and 
| E Mr. Mountague going to him 
to hold him up, as they were 
in cach others Arms, a Can- 
C non 


18 


Some Paſſages of the Life 


non Ball killed him outright, 
and carried away Mr. Moun-Þ 
tague's Belly, ſo that he dicd 
within an hour after. The! ? 
Earl of Rocheſter told me that? 
theſe preſages they had in their!; 
minds made ſome impreſl1 on 
on him, that there were {cpa 
rated Beings : and that the Soul}? 
cither by a natural ſagacity, orf# 
ſome ſecret Notice communi! 
cated to it, had a ſort of Div1-! 
nation : But that Gentlemans: 
never appearing was a greats 
ſnare to him, during the reſt'91 
of his life. Though when he')1 

1 

It 


told me this, he could not buy Ji 
acknowledge, it was an unrea-\/ 
ſonable thing for him, to think Yt 
char Bcings in another StarcJa 

were not under ſuch Laws and l: 
Limits , that they could nod 
command their own motions,NP 


but 
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{ but as the Supream Power 
* ſhould order them : and that 
j one who had fo corrupted the 
c] Natural Principles of Truth, as 
t:] he had, had no reaſon to expect 
[| | that ſuch an extraordinary thing 
2 ſhould be done for ls Con: 
7 viction. 
' He told me of another odd 
112 Preſage that one had of his ap- 
- 3 proaching Death in the Lady 
-IWarre, his Mother in Laws 
Jhouſe : The Chaplain had 
{dream't that ſuch a day he 
13 ſhould die, but being by all the 
1c.) Famuly pur out of che belicf of 
N ir, he had almoſt forgo it: ill 
Z}che Evening before ar Supper, 
il Ithere being Thirteen ar Fable ; 
t< {according to a fond COnrCit 
idthat one of theſe muſt ſoon 
otfdic, One of the young Ladies 
s pointed to him, that he was to 
ut C 2 AIC, 
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dic. He remembring his Dream| 
fell into ſome diſorder, and thc! 
Lady Warre rcproving him for® 
his Superſtition, he ſaid, He was; 


_ I... 


1 
4 


confident he was to dic betore/? 
Morning, bur he being 1n per-/z 


fect health, it was not much? 
minded. It was Saturday-P 7 
Night, and he was to Preacht? 
next day. He went to mm. 
Chamber and fate up late, as 
appeared by the burning of his 
Candle, and he had beets prc- 7 
paring his Notes for his Ser-F 
mon, but was found dead in his 
Bed the next Morning : Theſe Þ 
things he ſaid made "him 1n- 
clined to beheve, the Soul was 
a ſabftance diſtinct from mat- | 
ter: and this often returned 1n-þ 
to Iis thoughts. Bur that which | 
perfected hi perſwaſion about 
It, was, tnat in the Sickneſs 
which 


; 


i « 


o” 
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which brought him fo near 
# death before I firſt knew him, 


7 when his Spirits were ſo low 


4 ! and ſpent, that he could not 
a move nor ſtir, and he did not 
think to live an hour ; He ſaid, 
; His Reaſon and Judgment were 
hl ſo clear and ſtrong, that from 


= thence he was fully perſwaded 
Y chat Death was not the ſpend- 
| ing or diflolution of the Soul ; 

2 but only the ſeparation of it 


"i * from matter. He had in thar 


SH 


7 


2 Sickneſs great Remorſes for his 
2 paſt Life, but he afterwards 
7 rold me, They were rather 
q general and dark Horrours,than 


i *» any Convictions of finning 


if 


K, 


br # A” yy RN md 


againſt God. He was ſorry he 
4 had lived fo as to waſt his 
ſtrength ſo ſoon, or that he had 
brought ſuch an ill name upon 
himſelf, and had an Agony in 
F his 
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his Mind about it, which he 
knew not well how to expreſs : 
But at ſuch times, though he 
complied with Iis Friends in 
{uffering Divincs to be ſent for, 
he ſaid, He had no great mind 
co 1t : and that 1t was but a picce 
of his breeding, to defire them 
to pray by Inm , in which he 
joyned little Iumſele. 

As to the Supream Being, he 
nad always ſome Impreſſion of 
one : and profeſſed often to 
me, That he had never known 
an entire Atheiſt, who fully be- 
lieved there was no God. Yet 
when he explaincd his Notion 
of this Being, 1t amounted ta 
no more than a vaſt power, 
that had none of the Attributes 
of Goodneſs or Juſtice, we 
aſcribe to the Deity : Theſe 
vere his- thoughts about Reli- 
OW glON, 
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g10N, as himſelf told me. For 
Morality, he freely own'd to 
me, that though he. taiked of 
it, as a fine thing, yet this was 
only becauſe he thought it a 
decent way of ſpeaking , and 
that as they went always in 
Cloaths, though in their Frol- 
licks they would have choſen 
ſometimes to have gone naked, 
if they had not feared the peo- 
ple : So though ſome of 6 66 
tound it neccflary for humane 
life to talk of Morality, yer he 
confeſled they cared not tor it, 
further then the reputation of 
it was neceflary for their credit, 
and affairs: of which he gave 
me many Inſtances, as their 
profeſſing and ſwearing Friend- 
ſhip, where they hated mortal- 
ly ; their Oaths and Imprecati- | 
ons in their Addreſſes ro Wo- . 
| C4 -. mew 
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men, which they intended ne- 
ver to make good ; the pleaſure 
they took in detanung innocent 
Perſons, and ſpreading falſe 
Reports of ſome , perhaps 1n 
Revenge, becauſe they could 
not engage them to comply 
with their 11] Deſigns: The de- 
light they had in making pco- 
ple quarrel; their unjuſt uſage 
of their Creditors, and putting 
them off by any deccutul Pro- 
miſe they could invent , that 
might deliver them from pre- 
ſent Importumity. So that 1n 
detcſtation of theſe Courſes he 
| would often break forth into 
| ſuch hard Expreſlions concern- 
ing Iumſelt as would be inde- 
cent for another to repeat. 

Such had been Tus Principles 
and Practices in a Courſe of 
many ycars whuch had almoſt 
| quite 


- 
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quite extinguiſh't the natural 
Propenſities in him to Juſtice 
and Vertue : He would often 
g0 into the Country , and be 
for ſome months wholly im- 
ploycd in Study, or the Sallies 
of his Wit: Which he came 
to dircct chiefly to Satyre. And 
this he often defended to me; 
by ſaying there were ſome peo- 
ple that could not be kept in 
Order, or admoniſhed but in 
| this way. I rephed , That it 
might be granted that a grave 
way of Satyre was ſometimes 
| no umprofitable way of Re- 
| proof. Yet they wo uſcd it 
only out of ſpite, and mixcd 
Lycs with Truth, ſparing no- 
thing that might adorn their 
Poems , or gratifhc their Re- 
venge, could not excuſe that 


way of Reproach, by which 
the 
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the Innocent often ſuffer : ſince 
the moſt malicious things, if 
wittily expreſſed , might ſtick 
to and blemiſh the beſt men in 
the World, and the malice of 
a Libel could hardly confiſt 
with the Charity of an Admo- 
nition. To this he anſwered, 
A man could not write with 
lite, unleſs he were heated by 
Revenge: For to make a Satyre 
without Reſentments, upon the 
cold Notions of Phyloſophy, was 
as if a man would in cold blood, 
cut mens throats who had never 
offended him : And he ſaid , 
The lyecs in theſe Libels came 
often in as Ornaments that 
could nor. be ſpared without 
ſpoiling the beauty of the 
Poem. | 

For his other Studies , they 
were divided between the Co- 
mucal 
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nucal and witty Writings of 
the Ancients and Moderns, the 
Roman Authors; and Books of 
Phyſick: which the 1l] ſtate of 
health he was fallen into, 
made more neceſlary to him- 
ſelf: and which qualifid him 
for an odd adventure, which I 
ſhall bur juſt mention. Being 
under an unlucky Accident , 

which obliged him to keep out 
of the way ; He diſguiſed him- 
ſelf, fo that Ins nearci{t Friends 
could not have known him, and 


{ct up 1n 7ower-ſtreet tor an Ita- 
lian Mountebank , where he ka 
Sag, ae practiſcd Phyſick 
for ſome Weeks not without 
ſucceſs. In his later years, he 
read Books of Hiſtory more. 
He took pleaſure to diſguiſe 
himſelf, as a Porter, or as a 
Beggar ; ſometimes to follow 
{omc 


2] 


20 


Some Paſſages of the Life 


ſome mcan Amours, whuch, for 
the variety of them, he affected; 
At other times, mcerly for di- 
verſion, he would go about 1n 
odd ſhapes, 1n which he acted 
his part ſo naturally, that even 
thoſe who were on the ſecret, 
and ſaw him in theſe ſhapes, 
could perceive nothing by 
winch he might be diſcoyc- 
red. 

I have naw made the De- 
{ſcription of his tormer Lite, 
and Principles, as fully as I 
thought neceflary , to anſwer 
my End in Writing: And yet 
with thoſe reſerves, that I hope 
I have given no juſt cauſe of 
offence to any. I haye ſaid 
nothing but what I had trom 
his own mouth, and have 
avoided the mentioning of ' the 
more particular Paflages of his 


lite, 


C 
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life, of which he told me nor a 
few: But ſince others were 
concerned in them, whoſe 
good only I defign, I will fay 
nothing that may cither pro- 
voke or blemiſh them. Ir 15 
their Reformation , and not 
their Diſgrace, I dcfire : This 
tender conſideration of others 
has made me ſuppreſs many 
remarkable and uſctul things, 
he told me: Bur finding that 
though I ſhould name none, 
yet I muſt at Icaft Relate ſuch 
Circumſtances, as would give - 
too great Occation for the 
Reader to conjecture concern- 
ing the Perſons intended, right 
or wrong , either of which 
were inconvenient enough , I 
have choſen to paſs them quite 
over. But I hope thoſe that 
know how much thcy were 
cngaged 
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engaged with him 1n Tus ll 
Courſes, will be ſomewhat 
couched with this tenderneſs I 
expreſs towards them : and be 
thereby the rather induced to 
reflect on their Ways, and to 
conſider without prejudice or 
paſſion what ſenſe this Noble 
Lord had of their caſe, when he 
came at laſt ſeriouſly to reflect 
upon his own. 

Inow turn to thoſe parts of 
this Narrative, wherein I m 
ſelt bore ſome ſhare, and which 
Iam to deliver upon the Ob- 
{crvations I made, after a long 
and tree Converſation * with 
lim for ſome months. I was 
not long in his Company, when 
he told me , He ſhould creat 
me with more freedom than 
he had ever uſed to men of my 
Proteflion. He would con- 
ccal 


ceal none of his Principles from 
me, but lay his thoughts open 
without any Diſguwſe ; nor 
would he do it to maintain 
Debate, or ſhew his Wit, but 
plainly tell me whar ſtuck with 
him ; and proteſted to me, That 
hc was not ſo engaged to his 
old Maxims, as to reſolve not 
to change, but that if he could 


| beconvinc'd, he would chooſe 


rather to be of another mind ; 
He ſaid, He would 1mparrtially 
Weigh what I ſhould lay before 
him, and tell me freely when 
it did convince him, and'when 
it did not. He cxprefled this 
diſpoſition of mind to me 1n a 
manner ſo frank, that I could 
not but believe him, and be 
much taken with his way of 
Diſcourſe : So we .cntred into 
almoſt all che parts of Natural 
and 


and Death of John G, of Rocheſter.” 3 x 


Some Paſſages of the Life 


and Reycaled Religion, and of 
Morality. He ſeemed plcafed, 
and 1n a great meaſure ſatisfhed, 
with what I ſaid upon many of 
theſe Heads: And though our 
freett Converſation was when 
we were alone, yet upon feyc- 
ral Occaſions, other pcrſons 
were Waitnefles to it. I under- 
ſtood from many hands that 
my Company was not diſtafttul 
to him, and that the Subjects 
about which we talked moſt 
were not unacceptable : and he 
expreſſed hunſelt often, not 1ll 
pleaſed with many things I ſaid 
co him, and particularly when I 
viſited him in his laſt Sickneſs, 
ſo that I hope it may not be al- 
together unproficable to publith 
the ſubſtance of thoſe matters 
abour which We argued ſo 
treely, with our reaſoning upon 
them :; 


, 


+ 
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them: And perhaps what had 


ſome effects on him, may be 


not altogether ineffectual upon 


others. I followed him with 
ſuch Arguments as I ſaw were 
moſt likely to prevail with him: 


| and my not urging other Rea- 


ſons, proceeded not from any 
diſtruit T had of their force, but 
from the neceſſity of uſing 
thoſe that were moſt proper 
for him. He was then in a low 
{tate of health, and ſeemed to 
be ſlowly recovering of a great 
Diſeaſe : He was in the Milk- 
Diet, and apt to fall into HeCti- 


| cal-Fits; any accident weak- 


ened him; ſo that he thought 


' he could not live long; And 


| when he went from London, he 
 faid, He believed he ſhould 


never come to Town more. 
Yet during his being in Town 
he 


33 


SL BEEN eB <a FAGAN” ie a one 


34 


_ 


Some Paſſages of the Life 
he was ſo well, that he went 


often abroad , and had great | 


Vivacity of Spirit. So that hc 
was under no ſuch decay , as 


cnn Þ nh Es. « 


either darkened or weakened | 
his Underſtanding ; Nor was |} 
he any way troubled with the | 


Spleen , or Vapours, or under 
the power of Mclancholy. 
What he was then, compared 
ro what he had been formerly, 
I could not ſo well judge, who 
had ſecn him but twice before. 
Others have told me they per- 
ceived no difference in his parts. 
This I mention more particu- 
larly, that it may not bc 
thought that Melancholy , or 
the want of Spirits, made him 


more inclined to receive any 


Impreſlions: for indeed I never | 


diſcovered any ſuch thing in 
him. 
Having 
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Having thus opened the way 
to the Heads of our Diſcourſe, [ 
ſhall next mention them. The 
| three chief things We talked 
1 about, were Morality, Natural 
| Religion and Revealed Religion, 
Chriſtianity 1n particular. For 
Morality, he confeſſed, He ſaw 
the neceſſity of it, both for the 
|| Government of the World , 
|| and for the preſervation of 
| Health, Life and Friendſhip : 
- || and was very muchaſhamed of 
" | Iis former Practices, rather be- 
- | cauſe he had made himſclt a 
|| Beaſt, and had brought pain 
| and fickneſs on his Body, and 
* | had ſuffered much in his Re- 
| | putation, than from any deep 
"| ſenſe of a Supream being, or 
" | another State : Bur fo far tlus 
! | wentwith him, that he reſolved 

firmly to change the Courſe of 
j ; D 2 his 
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his Life ; which he thought he 
ſhould effect by the ſtudy of 
Philoſophy, and had not a few 
no leſs ſolid than pleaſant Noti- 
ons concerning the tolly and 
madneſs of Vice: but he con- 
felled he had no remorſe for his 
paſt Actions, as Offences againft 
God , but only as Injuries to 
himſelf and to Mankind. 

Upon this Subject I. ſhewed 
him the Detects of Philoſophy, 
for reforming the World : That 
It was a matter of .Spcculation, 
which bur. few cither had the 
lerfurc, or the capacity to en- 
quirc into. Bur the Principle 
that muſt retorm Mankind , 
mult be obvious to cycry Mans 
Underſtanding. That Philoſo- 
pby in matters of Morality, be- 


yond the great lines of our 


Duty, had no very certain fixed 
Rule, 


O 


and Death of John E, of Rocheſter. 


Rule, bur in the leſſer Offices 
and Inſtances of our Duty 
went much by the Fancies of 
Men, and Cuſtoms of Nations ; 
and conſequently could nor 
| have Authority cnough to bear 
down the Propenſities of Na- 

| ture, Appctite or Paſſion : For 
' which I inſtancedin theſe two 
| Points; The One was , About 
| that Maxim of the Stoicks, to 
extirpate all ſort of Paſſion and 
\ concern for any thing. That, 
take it by ane hand, ſeemed 
| defireable , becauſe if it could 
| beaccompliſh'd, it would make 
| all the accidents of lite cate ; 
{ butItchinkitcannor,becaufeNa- 
 tureafter all our {trivingagainſt 
| It, will fill return to it ſelf: 
| Yet on the other hand it diflo]- 
ved the Bonds of Nature and 
Friendſhip , and flackened In- 
D 2 duſtry 
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duſtry which will move bur 
dully, without an inward heat: 
And it ir dchyercd a man from 
many Troubles, it deprived him 
of the chief pleafures of Lite, 
which rife from Friendſhip. 
The other was concerning the 
reſtraut of pleafture, how far 
thar was to go. Upon this he 
told me the two Maxims of his 
Morality then were, that he 
ſhould do nothing to the hurt 
of any other , or that might 

rejudice his own health : And 
ho thought that all pleaſure, 
when it did not interfere with 
thefe, was to be indulged as the 
gratification of our - natural 
Apperites. It ſeemed unreaſon- 
able to imagine theſe were pur 
into a man only to be reſtrain- 
cd, or curbed to ſuch a narrow- 
neſs: This he applied to: the 
: free 
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free uſe of Wine and Wo- 
men. 

To this I anſwered, That if 
Appetites being Natural, was 
an Argument for the 1ndul- 
ging them , then the revenge- 
ful might as well alledge it for 
Murder, and the Covetous for 
ſtealing; whoſe Appctites are 
no leſs keen on thoſe Objects ; 
{ andyet it 18acknowledg'd that 
theſe Appetites ought to be 
curb'd. If the difference-1s 
| urged from the Injury thar 
another Perſon receives, the In- 
jury 1s as great, if a Mans Wife 
| rsdefiled, or his Daughter cor- 
rupted : and 1t 15 1mpoſſible for 
a man to let his Appetites looſe 
to Vagrant Luſts, and not to 
tranſgreſs in theſe particulars : 
So there was no. curing the 
Diſorders, that muſt riſe from 
D 4 thence, 
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thence, but by regulating theſe 
Appetites: And why ſhould we 
not as well think that God in- 
tended our bruitiſh and ſenſual 
Appetites ſhould be governcd 
by our Reaſon,as that the fierce- 
nef5of Beaſts ſhould be managed 
and tamed, by the Wiſdom, 
and for the uſe of Man * So that 
it 1s no real avfurdity to grant 
that Appetites were put into 
Men , on purpoſe to cxerciſc 
their Reaſon in the Reſtraint 
and Government of them : 
which to be able to do, Mini- 
ſters a higher and more laiting 
pleaſure to a Man, than to 
give them their tull ſcope and 
range. Andit other Rules of 
Philoſophy be obſerved, ſuch as 
thc avoiding thoſe Objects that 
itir Paſiion ; Nothing raiſes 
higher Paſſions than ungo- 
 vernd 
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vern'd Luſt, nothing darkens 
the Underſtanding, and depref- 
| ſes a mans mind more, nor 1s 
! any thing managed with more 
frequent Returns of other Im- 
moralities, ſuch as Oaths and 
Imprecations whuch arc only 
| intended to compaſs what 1s 
| defired: The expence that is 
| neceſſary to maintain theſe Ir- 
| regularities makes a man falſe 
in his other dealings. All this 
he freely confefled was true, 
Upon whuch I urged, that if it 
| was reaſonable for a man to re- 
| gulate his Appetite in things 
\ | which he knew were hurtful to 
| | him; Was it not as rcaſonable 
" | for God to preſcribe a Regula- 
; | ting of thoſe Appetites, whoſe 
: | unreſtrained Courſe did pro- 
; | duce ſuch nuſchievous effects. 
That it could not be _— 
Jur 
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but doing to others what we 
would have others do unto us, 
was a juſt Rule: Thoſe men 
then that knew how extream 
{enſible they themſelycs would 
be of the diſhonour of their 
Families in the caſe of their 
Wives or Daughters, muſt 
needs condemn themſelves, for 
doing that which they could 
not bear from another : And if 
the peace of Mankind, and the 
entire ſatisfaction of our whole 
life, ought to be one of the 
chicf meaſures of our Actions, 
then let all the World judge, 
Whether a Man that confines 
his Appetite,and lives contented 
at home, 1s not much happier, 
than thoſe that let their Deſires 


run after forbidden Objects. The 
thing being granted to be bet- 


cer init ſelf, than the queſtion + 


falls 


C 
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| falls berween the reſtraint of 
| Appetite in ſome Inſtances , 
| and the freedom of a mans 
| thoughts, the ſoundneſs of his 
| health, his application to Af- 
| fairs, with the caſineſs of . his 
| whole life. Whether the one 
| 1s not to be done before the 
other? As to the difficulty of 
| ſuch areſtraint, though it 1s not 
| eafie to be done, when a man 
allows himſelf many liberties , 
| inwhichir 1s not poſlible toſtop; 
| Yer thoſe who avoid the Occa- 
| flons thar may kindle theſe im- 
| pure Flames, and keep them- 
| ſelves well employed, find the 
Victory and Dominion over 
them no ſuch impoſſible , or 
hard mattcr,as may ſcem art firſt 
view. Sothat though the Phi- 
loſophy and Morality of this 

-| Point were plain ; Yet there 1s 
not 
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not ſtrength enough in that 
Principle to ſubdue Nature, and 
Appetite. Upon this I urged,that 
Morality could not be a ſtrong 
thing, unleſs a man were deter- 
mined by a Law within himſelt: 
forit hc only meaſured himſclf 
by Decency, or the Laws of the 
Land, this would tcach him 
only to uſe ſuch caution 1n his 
ill Practices, that they ſhould 
not break out too viſibly : bur 
would neycr carry him to an 
inward and umverſal probity : 
That Vertue was of ſo compli- 
cated a Nature, that unleſs a 
man came entirely within 1ts 
diſcipline, he could not adhere 
ſtedtaſtly ro any one Precept : 
tor Vices are often made ne- 
cclary ſupports to one another. 
That this cannot be done, e1- 
ther {tcddily, or with any fatiſ- 
faction, 


c 


— — ei EEC MC. a. eos co 


faction, unleſs the Mind does 
inwardly comply with, and de- 
light in the Dictates of Virtue. 
| And that could not be effected, 
| except a mans nature Were 1n- 
ternally regenerated,and chang- 
ed by a higher Principle: Tull 
that came about, corrupt Na- 
ture would be ſtrong, and Phi- 
loſophy but feeble: cfpecially 
{ when at ſtrugled with ſich Ap- 
| petites or Paſſtons as were much 
kindled, or deeply rooted in 
the Conſtitution of ones Body. 
This, he faid, ſounded to him 
| like: Enthaſraſme, or Canting : 
| | He had nonotion of 1t, and fo 
could not underſtand 1t : He 
comprehended the Dictates of 
Reaſon and Philoſophy, in winch 
as the Mind became much con- 
verſant, there would ſoon fol- 
low as he belicycd, a greater 
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eaſineſs in obeying its precepts : 
F told him on the other hand, 
that all his Speculations of Phi- 
Loſophy warts not ſerve him 1n | 
any ſtead, to the reforming of | 
his Nature and Life , nll he 
applied himſelf tro God for 
inward afliſtances. It was 
certain , that the Impreſſions 
made 1n his Reaſon governed 
him, as they were liyghy pre- | 
ſented to him : but t re ſo | 
apt to {lip out of our Memory, | 
and we ſo apt'to turn our | 
thoughts from them ,' and art | 
ſome times the. contrary Im- | 
prefſions are ſo ſtrong, that let | 
a man ſet upa reaſoning 1n his | 
Mind againſt them, he finds | 
that Celebrated ſaying of the | 
Poet, 


Video 
\ 
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Video meliora probog; deteriara, - 
ſequor. 


TI fee what is better and approve 
it : but follow what 5 worſe. 


to be all that Philoſophy will 
amount to. Whereas thoſe 
who upon ſuch Occaſions ap- 


| | ply themſelves to God, by car- 


{ neſt Prayer , feel a diſengage- 
ment from ſuch Impreſſions, 


' | and themſelves endued with a 


| powerto reſiſt them. $So that 


- | thoſe bonds which formerly 


| held them, fall off. 
| This he ſaid muſt be che 


| | effect of a heat in Nature : it 


was only the ſtrong diverſion 
of the x She Be that gave the 
ſeeming Victory , and he did 
| not doubt but if one could turn 


/ tO 
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to a Problem in Fuclid , or to 
Write a Copy of Verſes, it 
would have the ſame effect. To 
this I anſwered, That if ſuch 
Methods did only divert the 
thoughts, there night be ſome 
force in what he ſaid: but if 
they not only drove out ſuch 
Inclinations, but begat Impreſ- 
lions contrary to them, and 
brought men into a new diſpo- 
ſition and habit of mind ; then 
he muſt conteſs there was 
ſomewhat more than a diver- 
ſion, in theſe changes, which 
were brought on our minds 
by truc Devotion. I added, 
chat Reaſon and Experience 
were the things that determi- 
ned our perſwaſions : that Ex- 
perience without Reaſon may 
be thought the deluſion of our 
Fancy, fo Reaſon without Ex- 
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perience had not ſo convincing 
an Operation : But theſe two 
mecting together, muſt needs 
g1VE a man all the ſarisfaction 
| he can deſire. He could nor 
ſay, It was unreaſonable to be- 
lieve that the Supream Being 
might make ſome thoughts ſtir 
in our Minds with more or leſs 
force, as it pleaſed : Efpecially 
| the force of theſe motions, be- 
| ing, for moſt part, according 
to the Impreſſion that was 
made on our Brains : which 
| that power that directed the 
| whole trame of Nature , could 
| make grow dcepcr as 1t pleaſed, 
| It was "io reaſonable ro ſup- 
| poſe God a Being of ſuch good- 

| neſs that he would give hus 
| aſliſtance to ſuch as dcetired it : 

For though he might upon 
| ſome greater Occaſions IN an 
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extraordinary manner turn} 
ſome peoples minds; Yet fince} 
he had endued Man with a fas! 
culty of Reaſon, it 1s fit that? 
men ſhould employ that, as far! 
as they could ; and beg his} 
aſſiſtance: which certainly they}, 
can do. All this ſeemed rea-| 
ſonable, and at leaſt probable} 
Now good men who felt upon} 
cheir frequent Applications col 
God in prayer, a freedom from 
thoſe li Impreſſions, that for-} 
merly ſubdued them, an inward 
love to Vertue and true Good: 
neſs, an caſineſs and delight in| 
all che parts of Holineſs, which} 
was fed and cheriſhed in them| 
by a ſcriouſneſs in Prayer, and}. 
did languiſh as that wenr oft, | 
had as rcal a perception of an | 


inward ſtrength in their Minds,| 
that did riſe and fall with truc} 


wh, 
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Devotion, as they perceived 
the ſtrength of their Bodies 
increaſed or abated, according 


1 as they had or wanted good 
7 nouriſhment. 


After many Diſcourſes upon 


1 this Subject, he ſtill continued 


to think all was the effect of 
Fancy : He ſaid, That he under- 


| ſtood nothing of it , but ac- 
| knowledged that he thought 
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they were very happy whoſe 
Fancies were under the power 
of ſuch Impreſſions; ſince they 
had ſomewhat on which their 
thoughts reſted and centred: 
But when I faw him in his laſt 
Sickneſs, he then told me, He 
had another ſenſe of what we 
had talked concerning prayer 
and inward aſliſtances. 

This Subject led us to dil- 
courſe of God, and of the 


( FE 2 No- 
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Notion of Religion in general. 


He believed there was a Su- | 


pream Being: He could nor 
think the World was made by 


chance, and the regular Courſe 


of Nature ſeemed to demon- 


ſtrate the Eternal Power of its 


Author. This, he ſaid, he could 
ncycr ſhake off ; but when he 


came to explain his Notion of | 


the Deity, he ſaid, He looked 
on it as a vaſt Power that 
wrought cycry thing by the 


neceſhity of its Nature: and ' 
chought that God had none of | 


thoſe Aﬀections of Love or 
Hatred , which breed pertur- 
bation 1n us, and by conſc- 
quence he could not ſce that 
there was to be cither reward or 
puniſhment. He thought our 
Conceptions of God were ſo 


low, that we had better not | 


think | 
\ 
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think much of him: And to 
love God ſeemed to him a pre- 
ſumptuous thing, and the heat 


of fanciful men. Therefore 
he believed there ſhould be no 


: | other Religious Worſhip, but 
1 a general Celebration of that 
! Being, in ſome ſhort Hymn: 


All the other parts of Worſhip 
he eſteemed the Inventions of 
Prieſts, to make the World be- 
heve they had a Secret of In- 
cenſing and Appcaſing God as 


7! they pleaſed. In a word, he 


was neither perſwaded thar 


| there was a ſpecial Providence 


about humane Afairs; Nor 
that Prayers were of much ufc, 
ſince that was to look on God 
asa weak Being, that would be 
overcome with Importuniries. 


| And for the ſtate after death, 
{ though he thought the Soul 


I, 
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did not diſſolve at death ; Yet 
he doubted much of Rewards 


or Puniſhments: the one he | 
thought too high for us to at- } 
tain, by our ſlight Services ; | 
and the other was too extream | 
to be inflicted for Sin. Thus | 


was the ſubſtance of his Specu- 


lations about God and Reli- 
g10N. 

I told him his Notion of 
God was ſo low, that the Su- 


pream Being ſeemed to be no- | 


thing but Nature. For if that 


being had no freedom, nor | 
choice of its own Actions, nor | 
operated by Wiſdom or Good- | 
neſs, all thoſe Reaſons which | 
lcad him to acknowledge a God, | 


were contrary to this Conceit ; 
for if the Order of the Univerſe 
perſwaded him to think there 
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wasa God, He muſt at the ſame | 


time | 


\ 
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* | time conceive him to be both 
| Wiſe and Good, as well as 
| powerftul,fince theſe all appear'd 
| | equally inthe Creation: though 
{| his Wiſdom and Goodneſs had 
- || ways of exerting themſelves, 
| | that were far beyond our Noti- 
ons or Meaſures. It God was 
Wiſe and Good, he would na- 
- F turally love,and be pleaſed with 
| thoſe that reſembled lim in 
| theſe Pertections, and diſlike 
thoſe that were oppoſite to him. 
{| Every Rational Being naturally 
| loves 1tfelf, and 1s delighted in 
| others like it ſelf, and 1s averſe 
| from what 1s not ſo. Truth 1sa 
| Rational Natures acting 1n con- 
| formuty to it ſelf 1n all chings, 
| and Goodneſs 1s an Inclination 
to promote the happineſs of | 
{ other Beings: So Truth and . 
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Goodneſs were the cſlential per- 
fections of every reaſonable 
Being , and certainly moſt 


C 


eminently in the Deity : nof | 
l | 


docs his Mercy or Love ral 


Paſſion or Perturbation in Him; |! 
for we feel that to be a weaknels || 
in our ſelves, which indeed on- | 


ly flows from our want of 
power, or skill to do what we 
with or delire : Ir 1s alſo reaſon- 
able to bclieve God would 
aſliſt the Endeavours of the 


Good, with ſome helps ſuitable |} 
And that it |: 
could not be imagined, that || 
choſe who imitated lim, ſhould | 
not beſpecially favoured by him: | 


to their Nature. 


and therefore ſince this did not 
appear in thus State, 1t was moſt 
rcaſonable to think it ſhould be 
jn another, where the Rewards 
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ſhall | 
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- || ſhall bean admiſſion to a more 
: || perfect State of Conformity to 
J God, with the felicity that fol- 
7 lows it , and the Puniſhments 
1 thould be a toral excluſion from 
. |} him, with all the horrour and 
; || darkneſs that muſt follow thar. 
- | Theſe ſeemed to be the natural 
Reſults of ſuch ſeveral Courſes 
! of life, as well as the Effects of 
- | Divine Juſtice, Rewarding or 
| |! puriſhing. For ſince he be- 
: || heved the Soul had a diſtinct 
; |] ſubſiſtance, ſeparated from the 
|| Body ; Upon its diſſolution 
|! there was no reaſon to think it 
| || paſſed into a State, of utter Ob- 
- || hvion, of what it had been in 
|| formerly : but that as the re- 
' || fleftions on the good or evil it 
' | had done, muſt raiſe joy or 
horrour in it; So thoſe good 
or 11] Diſpoſitions accompany- 
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ing the departed Souls, they 
muſt either riſe up to a higher 


Perfection, or ſink to a more | 
depraved, and nuſerable Stare. | 
In this life variety of Afﬀairs and | 
objects do much cool and dr | 
vert our Minds; and are on | 
the one hand often great temp- | 


tations to the good, and give 


the bad ſome eaſe in their | 
trouble ; but in a State wherein | 
the Soul ſhall be ſeparated from | 
ſenſible things, and employed | 
in a more quick and ſublime | 
way of Operation, this muſt | 
very much exalt the Joys and | 
Improvements of the good, | 


and as much heighten the hor- 
rour and rage of the Wicked. 
So that 1t ſeemed a vain thing 
to pretend to beheve a Supream 


F 
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Being, that 1s Wiſe and Good i 
as well as great, and not to | 


think 
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think- a diſcrimination will be 


. | made between the Good and 
. Bad, which, it 1s manifeſt, is nor 


| fully done in this lite. 


As for the Government of 


. the World, if We beheve the 
|Supream Power made it, there 


 Þis no reaſon to think he does not 
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govern 1t : For all that we can 


! fancy againſt it,is the diſtraction 
' which that Infinite Variety of 


| Second Cauſes, and the care of 
| their Concernments, muſt give 


Pages 
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| to the firſt, if it inſpeCts them all. 
| But as among men, thoſe of 
| weaker Capacitics are wholly 
| taken up with ſome one thing, 
{ whereas thoſe of more enlarged 
| powers can, without diſtraction, 


have many things within their 
Care, as the Eye can at one view 


1 reccive a great Varicty of Ob- 


jects, in that narrow Compals, 


/ without 
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without confuſion ; So if- we 
conceive the Divine Under- 
ſtanding to be as far above ours, | 
as his Power of creating and | 
framing the whole Univerſe, 1s]: 
aboyec our hmuted activity ; We |} 
will no more think the Govern-| 
ment of the World a diſtract: | 
on to him : and if we have 
once overcome this prejudice, þ 
We ſhall be ready to acknow- | 
ledge a Providence directing all | 
Afﬀairs; a care well beconung || 
the Great Creator. | 

As for Worſhipping Him, if |! 
we imagine Our Worſhip 1s a |: 
thing that adds to his happineſs, | 
or giyes him ſuch a fond Plea- |: 
ſure as weak people have to |! 
hear themſelyes commended ; | 
or that our repeated Addreſles | 
do overcome Him through our | 
meer Importunity , We have |} 
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certainly very unworthy 
thoughts of him. The true 
, Acnds of Worſhip come within 
Janother conſideration: which 
{1s this, A man 1s never entirely 
Reformed, till a new Principle 
{governs his thoughts: Nothing 
- [makes that Principle ſo ſtrong, 
clas deep and frequent Meditati- 
»fons of God ; whoſe Nature 
- |though It be far above our 
[| ! Comprehenſion, yet his Good- 
 [{[neſs and Wiſdom are ſuch Per- 
| fections as fall within our Ima- 


|| gination : And he that thinks of- 


[ten of God,andgonſiders him as 
| governing the World, and as 
| ever obſerving all his Actions, 
{will feel a very ſenſible effect 
| of ſuch Meditations , as they 
| grow more hyely and frequent 
{ with him ; ſo the end of Re- 
| ligious Worſhip either publick 
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or private, 1s to make the Ap- 
prehenſions of God , have aj | 
deeper rootand a ſtronger influ-}] 
ence on us. The frequent re 

turns of theſe are neceflary | 
Leſt if we allow of too long}]. 
intervals berween them, theſc}} 
Impreſſions may grow fcebler, 

and other Suggeſtions may 

come in their room : And thef 

Returns of Prayer are not to bef 

conlidered as Favours extorted|: 

by meer Importunity , bur as 
Rewards conferred on men ſol 
well difpoſed, and prepared for| 
them: according to the Promi-| 
ſes that God has made, tor an-| 
ſwering our Prayers : thereby to 
engage and nouriſh a-devout 
temper inus, which 1s the chicth 
root of all truc Holineſs and} 


Vertue. 
WV : 
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>| Jr is true we cannot have 
af ſuitable Notions of the Dt 
1 
C 
4 


# vine Eflence; as indeed we 
| have no juſt 1deq of any Efſence 
11 whatſoever: Since we com- 
2 monly conſider all things, ei- 
{ ther by their outward Figure, 
or by their Effects: and from 
thence make Inferences what 
their Nature muſt be. So 
| though we cannot frame any 
df} perfect Image in our Minds 
1 of the Divinity, Yet we may 
| from the Diſcoverics God 
x1 has made of Himſelf, form 
if] ſuch Conceptions of Him, as 

1-1 may poſſeſs our Minds with : 
of} great Reverence for Him, and 
it] beget in usſucha Love of thoſe 
f|| Perfections as to engage us to 
dj inutate them. For when we 
 fay we love God; the meaning 
1s, We love that Being that 15 


t { Holy, 
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Holy , Juſt, Good, Wiſe; and 
infinitely perfect: And loving 
theſe Attributes in that Object, 
will certainly carry us to deſire 
them in our ſelves. For what 
ever We love in another, We 


naturally , according to the | 
degree of our love, endea- || 


vour to reſemble it. In ſum, 
the Loving and Worſhipping 
God, - though they are jult and 
reaſonable returns and cxpreſ- 
ſions of the ſenſe we have of 
his Goodneſs to us; Yet they 
are exacted of us not only as a 
Tribute to God, but as a mean 
to beget in us a Conformity to 
his Nature, which is the chief 
cnd of pure and undefiled Re- 
I:gion. 

If ſome Men, have at ſeveral 
times, found out Inventions to 
Corrupt this, and cheat the 
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World ; Ic is nothing but what 
occurs 1n eyery fort of Em- 
ployment, to which men be- 


| rake themſelves. Monuntebanks 


| Corrupt Phyſick ; Petty-Foggers 
| have cntangled the matrers of 


Property , and all Profeſſions 
| have been vitiated by the Kna- 


PL ITLESITT 


yerics of a number of their 
Calling. 

With all theſe Diſcourſes he 
was not equally fatised : He 
ſeemed convinced that the Im- 
preflions of God being much 
in Mens minds, would be 2 

owertul means to reform the 
World : and did not ſecm de- 
termined againit Providence : 
Bur for the ncxt State , he 


| thought it more likely that the 
| Soul began anew, and that her 


| ſenſe of what ſhe had done in 


this Body, lying in the f$ures 
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that are made 1n the Brain, as 


ſoon as ſhe diſlodged, all theſe 
periſhed, and that the Soul 


went into ſome other State to | 
begin a new Courſc. Burt I faid |! 
on this Head, That this was at | 
beſt a conjecture, raiſed in him | 


by his fancy: for he could 
g1Ve no reaſon to prove it true ; 
Nor was all the remembrance 


our Souls had of paſt things F 


{cated in ſome material figures 
lodged in the Brain : Though 
it could not be denied but a 
grcat dcal of it lay 1n the Brain. 
That we have many abſtracted 
Notions and Idea's of 1mmate- 
rial things which depends not 


on bodily Figures : Some Sins, | 


ſuch as Falſhood, and 1ll Na- 
ture were ſcated in the Mind, 
25 Luſtand Appetite were in the 
Body : Andas the whole Body 

was 


\ 
) 


was the Receptacle of the Soul, 
and the Eyes and Ears were thc 
Organs of Sccing and Hearing, 
8 ſo was the Brain the Scat of 
4 Memory : Yet the power and 
Z faculty of Memory, as well as of 
Secing and Hearing, lay in the 
Mind : and fo it was no uncon- 
ceivable thing that cither the 
| Soul by its own ſtrength, or b 
{ the means of ſome ſubriler 
Organs, which might be fitted 
for 1t 1n another {tate , ſhould 
{ull remember as well as think. 
But indeed We know fo little of 
the Nature of our Souls, that 1t 
1s a vain thing tor us to raiſe an 
Hypotheſis out of tlic con- 
jectures We have abour it, or 
co reject one, becauſe of ſome 
difficulties that occur to us; 
ſince 1t 1s as hard to underſtand 
how we remember things now, 
F 2 as 
/ 
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25 how We ſhall do it in ano- 


ther State ; only we arc ſure we | 


do it now, and ſo we ſhall be 
then, when we do 1t. 

When I prefled him with the 
ſecret Joys that a good Man 
felr, particularly as he drew 
near Death, and the Horrours 
of 11 men eſpecially at that 
tinc; He was willing to aſcribe 
it to the Impreſſions they had 
from their Education : But he 
often confteſled , that whether 
the buſincſs of Religion was 
truc or not, he thought thoſe 
who had the perſwaſions of 1t, 
and ved ſo that they had quiet 
in ter Conſcienccs , and be- 
Icved God governed the 
Wortd, and acquicſccd in ſus 
Providence, and had the hope 
of an cndlefs blefiedneſs in 
anotiier State, the happicſt men 
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in the World : And ſaid, He 


would give all that he was 
Maſter of, to be under thoſe 
Perſwaſions , and to have the 
Supports and Joys that mult 
needs flow from them. I told 
him the main Root of all Cor- 
ruptions in Mens Principles was 
their il] life; Which as it dark- 
enced their Minds, and diſabled 
them from diſcerning better 
things; ſo 1t made 1t neceflary 
tor them to ſeck out ſuch Opi- 
nions as might give them eaſe 
from thoſe Clamours, thar 
would otherwiſe have becn 
raiſed within them : He did nor 


deny bur that -after che doing. 


of ſome things he felt great and 
ſevere Challenges within him- 
ſelf ; But he faid, He telt not 
theſe after ſome others which I 
would perhaps call tar grcatcr 
F 3 IIS; 
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Sins, than thoſe that affected | 
him more ſenſibly : This I ſaid, | 
mught flow from the Diſorders ? 
he had caſt himſelf i into, which # 
had corrupted his judgment, | 
and vitiared his taſt of things; 
and by his long continuance 1n, | 
and frequent repeating of ſome | 
Immoralities, he had made 
them ſo familiar ro him, thac | 
they were become as 1t were 
natural : And then it was no 
wonder 1f he had not ſo exact 
a ſenſe of what was Good or 
Evil; as a Feaveriſh man cannot 
udge of Talſts. 

He did acknowledge the 
whole Syſteme of Relicion, if 
belicved, was a greater tounda- 
con of quiet © chan any other 
thing whatſoever : for all the | 
quict he had in his mind, was, - | 
thar he could nar think ſo good |} 

a Being 
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Z a Being as the Deity would 


make him miſerable. I asked if 
when by the ll courſe of his life 


4 he had brought ſo many Diſea- 


1 Gs onhis Body, he could blame 


4} God forit : or expect that he 


ſhould deliver him from chem 
by a Miracle. He confeſſed 
there was no reaſon for that: 
I then urged, that if Sin ſhould 
caſt the nuind by a natural Et- 
feEt, into endleſs Horrours and 
Agomes, whuch being ſeated in 


a Being not ſubject to Death, - 


muſt laſt for ever, unleſs ſome 
Miraculous Power interpoſed, 
could he accuſe God for that 
which was the cftect of his own 
choice and ill life. 

He ſaid , They were happy 
that believed : for it was not in 
cycry mans power. 


And upon this we diſcourſcd 


F 4 long 
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long about Revealed Religion, 


5 


He ſaid, He did not underitand A P 


that buſineſs of Inſpiration ; He | 
bcheved the Pen-men of the 
Scriptures had heats and ho- 
ncſty, and ſo writ: but could 
not , comprehend how God 
ſhould revcal his Secrets to Man- 
kind. Why was not Man made 
a Creature More diſpoſcd tor 
Religion, and better Illununa- 
ted ? He could not apprehend 
how THCIC ſhould be any COr- 


. ruption in the Nature of Man, 


or a Lapſe derived trom Adam. 
Gods communicating his Mind 
© onc Man, was the utting 1t 
in Iis power to - va the 


World : For Prophefies and Mi- 
racles, the World had been al- 
vays full of ſtrange Stories ; for 
tnc boldneſs and cunning of 
Contrivers meeting with the 


Simplicity 
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Simplicity and Credulity of the 
People, things were cafily re- 
caived ; and being once received 
paſſed down without contra- 
diction. The Incoherences of 
Stile in the Scriptures, the odd 
Tranſitions,the ſeemungContra- 
dictions, chiefly about the Or- 
der of time, the Crucltics en- 
joyncd the Iſraelites 1n deſtroy- 
ing the Canaanites, Circumci- 
ſion, and many other Rites of 
the Fewi/h Worthip ; ſeemed to 
him infutable to the Divine 


| Nature : And: the firſt three 


Chapters of Geneſis, he thought 
could not' be true, unlcis they 
were Parables. This was the 
ſubſtance of what he Excepted 
to Repealed Religion in general, 
and to the 0/d Teftament 1n 
particular. 


I an-- 
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I anſwerd to all this, that be- 
lieving a thing upon the teſti 
mony of another, 1n other mat-) 
ters where there was no reaſon? 
co ſuſpect the reſtimony, chiefly] : 
where it was confirmed by] : 
other Circumſtances, was notfi | 
only a reaſonable thing, but 1t| 
was the hinge on which all the} 
Government and Juſtice in the} 
World depended : Since all} 
Courts of Juſtice procced uponf}] : 
the Evidence given by Wit-}}. 
neſles ; tor the uſe of Writings|! 
is but a thing more lately | 
brought into the World. So} 
then if the credibility of the 
thing, the innocence and difin- | 
terednels of the Witneſles, the | 
number of them, and the pub- 
lickeſtConfirmations that could | 
pollibly be given, do concur to | 
pcrſwade us of any matter of 
| Fast, 
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Fact, it 1s a vain thing to fay, 
J becauſe it is poſſible for ſo ma- 
t-J ny men to agree ina Lye, that 
nz therefore theſe have done it. In 
ly3 all other things a man gives his 
y] aſſent when the credibility 1s 
2} ſtrong on the one fide,and there 
tf} appears nothing on the other 
eff fide to ballance 1. So ſuch 
ef numbers agreeing 1n their Teſti- 
If mony to theſe Miracles ; for 
n}] inſtance of our Saviours calling 
-| Lazarus out of the Grave the 
fourth day after he was buried, 
| and his own rifing again after 
! he was certainly dead ; It there 
| had been never ſo many Im- 
- | poſtures in the World, no man 
e || can with any rcaſonable colour 
pretend this was one. We find 


| both by the Zewiſh and Roman 


+ 


| | 
> | Writers that lived in that time, 
" | that our Saviour was Crucified : 


? and 
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and char all his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers believed certainly that 
he roſe again. They belicycd| 
chis upon the Teſtimony of the| 
Apoſtles, and of many hundreds| 


who {aw 1t, and died confirm-P 
ing it: They went about to | 


perſy ade the World of it, with 


great Zcal, though they knew 
they were to gct nothing by it,| 
bur Reproach and Sufferings :| 
and by many wonders whuchf 


they wrought they confirmed| 
cheir Teſtimony. Now to avoidſ 


all this, by ſaying it is poſſibleſ} 
this might be a Contrivance, | 
and to give no preſumption to} | 
make ir ſo much as probable, | 


that 1t was fo, 1s 1n plain Engliſh} 
to ſay, We are reſolved let the} 
Evidence be what it will, We will 


20t believe it. 


He faid, If a man ſays he can-| | 


not 
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not belieyc, what help is there ? 
for he was not mafter of his 
own Belict, and believing was 
at higheſt but a probable Op1- 
non. Tothis I Anfwered, That 


q if a man wall let a wanton con- 
J ceit poſleſs his fancy againſt 


theſe things, and never conſider 
the Evidence for Religion on 
the other hand , bur reject it 
upon a flight view of it, he 
ought not to ſay he cannot, but 
he will not beheve: and while 
2 man lives an ll courſe of lite, 
he 1s not fitly qualified to cxa- 


'f mine the matter aright. Let 
| him grow calm and vertuous, 


and upon due application cxa- 
mine things fairly, and then let 
him pronounce according to 
his Conſcicnce.it to take 1t at 1ts 
loweſt, the Reaſons on the one 
hand arc not much ſtronger 
than 
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than they arc on the other. For ft] 


I tound he was ſo poſlciſed with { 
the general conceit that a mix-Yt! 
ture of Knaves and Fools had | 
made all extraordinary things |" 
be caſily believed, that it carried ſj Þ 
him away to detcrmine the}}a 
matter , without ſo much asf 
looking on the Hiſtorical Evi-| 
dence for the truth of Chri/ti-F 
anity , which he had not en-}f 
quired into, but had bent all | 
; 


0 


his Wit and Study to the ſup-| 
port of the other {ide. As for 
that, that believing 1s at beſt bur | 
an Opinion; 1t the Evidence be |: 
but probable, it 1s ſo: bur if it | 
be ſuch that it cannot be | 
queſtioned, 1t grows as certain | 
as knowledge: For we arc no 
Icſs certain that there 1s a great 
Town called Conſtantinople, the 
Scat of the Yrroman Empire, | 
than 
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rfthan that there is another called 
bh} London. We as little doubt 
chat Queen Elizabeth once 
{TReigned, as that King Charles 
$sJnow Reigns in England. So that 
{|} believing may be as certain, and 
Ras little ſubject ro doubting as 
; | ſeeing or knowing. 
= There arc two ſorts of be- 
. | ieving- Divine matters ; the 
. Rf one 1s wrought 1n us by our 
| | comparing all the eyidences of 
. Þ matter of Fact, tor the confir- 
[mation of Revealed Religion ; 
| with the Propheſfies in the 
| Scripture z where things were 
|} punctually predicted, ſome 
z Ages beforc their completion ; 
not in dark and doubtful words, 
| uttered like Oracles, which 
nughe bend to any Event: But 
in plain terms, as the foretelling 
J that Cyrus by name ſhould yy 
ns 
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the Jews back from the Capti- 
vity , after the fixed period of 


ſeventy years: The Hiſtory of | 
the Syrian and Egyptian Kings | 
' ſo punctually forctold by Da- | 
niet, and the Prediction of the | 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, with || 
many Circumſtances relating to 
it, made by our Saviour ; jJoyn- 

ing theſe to the excellent Rule 
and Deſign of the Scripture in| 
matters of Morality, 1t 1s at leaſt |} | 
as rcaſonable ro believe this as} . 
any thing elſe in the World. || 


SH + Ro 
Yet ſuch a believing as this, 15Þf 
only a general perſwafſton in} 


the Mind, winch has not that |: 


cftcct, till a man applying him- | 
{clt ro the Directions ſer down 


in the Scriptures ( which upon |}. 


{uchEvidence cannot be denicd, 
to be as reaſonable, as for a man 


to follow the Preſcriptions of a | 
lcarncd | 
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learned Phyſitian, and when 
the Rules are both good and 
caſic, to ſubmit to them for the 


| recovering of his healch ) and 


by following theſe, finds a power 
entring within him, that frees 


| him from the ſlavery of his 


Appetites and Paſſions, thar 
cxalts 13 Mind above the acct- 
dents . of life , and ſpreads an 
inward purity in his Heart, 
from which a ſerene and calm 
Joy ariſes within him: And 
good men by the cthcacy theſe 
Mcthods have upon them, and 


trom the returns of their pray- 
[1 ers, and other endeavours, grow 


aſſured that theſe things are 
true, and anfwerable to the 
Promiſes they find regiſtred 1n 
Scripture. All this, he fad, 
might be fancy : Bur to this I 
anſwered, That as it were uns 
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reaſonable to tell a man that 1s 
abroad, and knows he is awake, 


that perhaps he 1s 1n a dream, | 
and in his Bed, and only thinks | 
he is abroad, or that as ſome | 
g0 about in their flecp, ſo he |; 
=_ be Afleep {till ; So good | 


and rehgious men know, 
though others may be abuſcd, 
by their fancics,that they arc un- 
der no ſuch deception : and find 
they are neither hot nor Enthu- 


fraſtical, but under the POWEr |: 


of calm and clear Principles. 
All this he ſaid he did notun- 
derſtand, and that it was to aſ- 
ſrt or beg the thing in Queſtt- 
on, which he could not com- 
prehend. 

As for the poſſibility of Re- 
velation, it was a vain thing to 


deny 1t: For as God gives us | 
the ſenſe of ſeeing materidl | 


Ob- | 
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Objects by our Eyes, and open- 
cd in ſome. a capacity of ap- 
8 prehending high and ſublime 
| things, of which other men 
z ſecmcd utterly incapable: So it 
| was a weak aflertion that God 
! cannot awaken a power 1n 
ſome mens Minds, to appre- 
hend and know ſome things, 
7 in ſuch a manner that ochers 
] arc not capable of 1t. Thus 1s 
4 not half ſo incredible to us as 
| ſight is to a bind man, who yer 
1 may be gonvinced there 15s a 
| ſtrange power of ſeeing that 
| governs men, of which he finds 
| himfelt deprived.» As for the 
| capacity put into ſuch mens 
| hands to deceive the World, We 
are at the ſame time to cont1- 
der, that beſides the probuy of 
C cheir tempers, 1t cannot be 
J chought but God can fo torci- 
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bly bind up a man in ſome 
things, that 1t ſhould not be in 
his power to dchliver them 
otherwiſe then as he gives him 
in Commiſſion : beſides che 


Confirmation of Miracles are a | 
divineCredential towarrantſuch F 


perſons 1n what they deliver to 
the World: which cannot be 


1magined can be joyned to a. 
Lye, ſince this. were to put the 
Omnipotence of God, to atteſt 
that which no honeſt man will 

do. For the bulineſs of the + 


Fall of Man, and other things 
of which we cannot perhaps 


givc our ſelves a perfect ac-| 


count: We who cannot fa- 


thome the Secrets of the Coun: * 
ccl of God, do very unreaſon- ' 


ably to take on us to reject an 
excellent Syſteme of good and 


holy Rules, becauſe we cannot 
| fatisfic 9 


Ee nu 


4 4 aA j"Y 


mig ts 


fatisfic our ſelves about ſome 
difficulties in them. Common 
Experience tells us, There is a 
great diſorder in our Natures, 
which 1s not caſily rectified : 


Þ All Philoſophers were ſenſible 


; of it, and every man that dc- 


ſigns to govern himſelf by 
Reaſon, feels the ſtruggle be- 
tween it and nature : So that 1t 
1s plain, there 1s a Lapſe of the 


# high powers of the Soul. 


But why, ſaid he, could not 


| this be rectificd, by ſome plain 


Rules given; but men muſt 
come and ſhew a trick to per- 


! {wade the World they ſpeak to 


* them in the Name of God ? I 


" 
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Anſwered, That Religion being 
a delign to recover and ave 
Mankind, wasto be ſo opened 
as to awaken and work upon 
all ſorts of people: and gene- 
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rally men of a ſmmplicity of 
Mind, were thoſe that were the | 
firreſt Objects for God to ſhew | 
his favour to; Therefore 1t was | 
neceſſary that Meſſengers fent | 
from Heaven ſhould appear Þ 
with ſuch allarming Evidences, | 
as might awaken the World, 
and prepare them by ſome aſto- 
niſhing Signs, to liſten to the 
Doctrine they were to dehver. | 
Philoſophy, that was only a mar- | 
ter of finc Speculation, had few F 
Votarics : And as there was 
no Authority 1n 1t to bind the 
World to bclieye its Dictates, 7 
ſothcy were only received by & 
ſome of nobler and refined Z 
Natures, who could apply 
themſclves to, and delight in 2 
ſuch Notions. But true Reli- 
210N Was to be built on a Foun- FE 
dation, that ſhould carry more | 
weight 


weight on it, and to have ſuch 
Convictions, as might not only 
reach thoſe who were already 


| diſpoſed to receive them , but 
| rouſe up ſuch as without great 
| and ſenſible excitation would 
FE have otherwiſe flept on 1 their 


11] Courſes. 
Upon this and ſome ſuch 


= Occaſions, I told him , I faw 
the 1]l uſe he made of his Wat, 


& by which he ſlurred the graveſt 
© things with a ſhght daſh of his 
Fancy: and the pleaſure he 
7 found in ſuch wanton Expreſ- 
® fions, as calling che doing of 
- Maracles, the ſhewing of a trick, 
2 did really keep him from exa- 
? mining them , with that care 
Z whichſuch things required. 

? For the 01d Teſtament, We 
are ſo remote from that time, 


We haye fo little knowledge 
4 . 
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of the Language in which itt 
was writ, have ſo imperfect an 1 
1 


account of the Hiſtory of thoſe | 
Ages, know nothing of their} 
Cuſtoms , Forms of Speech, * 
and the ſeveral Periods they A 1 
might- have , by which they? 
reckoned their time, that it 15}. 
rather a wonder We ſhould R 
underſtand fo much of it, than [2 
that many paſſages in it ſhould 
be ſo dark to us. The chief ® 
uſe it has to us Chriſtians, is, that 
from Writings which the Jews 
acknowlege to be divincly in- |? 
ſpired, 1t 1s manifeſt the Meyras |. 
was promiſed before the de- | 
ſtruction of their Temple : |. 
which being-done long ago ; ® 
and theſe Propheſies agreeing 7 
£0 our Saviour, and to no other, | 
tHere 18 a great Confirmation | 
given to the » Goſpel. But F 
© 43» __ though 


it though many things in theſe 
n | Books could not be underſtood 
ſe} by us, who live above 300a 
Ir} years after the chiet of- them 
, 7 were written, it 1s no ſuch ex- 
y 7 traordinary matter. 

y /] For that of the Deſtruction 
5Þ|y of the Canaanites by the Iſrae- 
1 /ites, It is to be confidered, 
1 |} that 1f God had ſent a Plague 
| & among them all , that could 
2 not have been found fault with. 
1 Tf then God had a Right to take 
2 away their Lives, without In- 
{7 juſtice or Cruelty , he had a 
* Righttoappoint others to do it, 
\. as wellto execute it by a more 
2 immedate way : And the taking 
* away pcople by the Sword, 1s a 
= much gentler way of dying, 
| than to be ſmitten with a 
Z Plague or a Famine. And for 
{ the Children that were Inno- 
__ cent 
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cent of their Fathers faults, God 
could in another State make 


that up to them. So all the | 


difficulty is, Why were the 1ſra- | 
elites commanded to execute a || 
thing of ſuch Barbarity ? But Þ 


this will not ſeem ſo hard, if | 


we conſider tlrat this was to be 
no Precedent, for future tunes: 
ſince they did not do it but up- 
on ſpecial Warrant and Com- 
miſſion from Heaven, evidenc'd 
toall the World by ſuch migh- 
ty Miracles as did plainly ſhew, 
That they were particularly 


deſlign'd by God to be the Exe- | 


cutioners of his Juſtice. And | 


God by imploying them 4n ſo | 


ſevere a Service, intended to 


c{s them with great horrour | 


of Idolatry, which was puniſhed | 


in fo extream a manner. 
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For the Rites of their Reli- 
gion, We can1ll judge of them, 
Except We perfectly under- 
ſtood the Idolatries round a- 
bout them: To which we find 
they were much inclined: So 


|| they were to be bent by other 


Rites to an extream averſion 
from them: And yet by the 
pomp of many of their Cere- 
momes and Sacrifices, great In- 
dulgences were given to a peo- 
ple naturally tond of a viſible 
ſplendor in Religious Worſhip. 
In all whuch, if wecannot de... 


Z curious man would deſire, it is 
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no wonder. The long interyal 
of time , and other accidents, 
have worn out thoſe things 
which were neceſlary to give us 
a clearer light into the meaning 


_ of 


y2 


Some Paſſages of the Life 


of them. And for the ſtory 
of the Creation, how far ſome 
thingsin it may be Parabolical, 
and how far Hiſtorical , has 
been much diſputed : there is 
nothing in it that may not be 
hiſtorically true. For it it be 
acknowledged that Spirits can 
form Yoices in the Air, for 
which we have as good Autho- 
rity as for any thing in Hiſtory ; 
Then it is no wonder that Eve 
being fo lately created, might 
be deceived, and think a Serpent 
ſpake to her, when the Evil Spr- 
ic framed the Voice. 

Burt in all theſe things I told 
him he was in the wrong way, 
when he examined the buſineſs 
of Religion , by ſome dark 
parts of Scripture : Therefore 
I defired him to conſider the 


whols Contexture of thg 
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Chriſtian Religion, the Rules i -._ 
g1vcs, and the Methods 1t pre- 
ſcribes. Nothing can con 
more to the peace, order and 
happineſs of the World, than 
to be governed by its Rules. 
Nothing 1s more for the Inte- 
reſts of every man mn particular: 
The Rules of Sobricty, Tempe- 
rance and Moderation, were 
the beſt Preferyers of life, and 
which was perhaps more , of 
Health. Humility, Contempe 
of the Vanities of the World, 
and the: being welt employed, _ 
raiſed a mans Mmd to a fre} 
dom from the Follies and 
Temptations that haunted the 
greateſt part. Nothing was 
ſo Generous and Great as to 
ſupply the Neceſſities of the 
Poor, and to forgive Injuries : 
Nothung raifed and manntained 

| a mans 
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a mans Reputation ſo much, \as 
to be exactly juſt, and merciful ; | 
Kind, Charitable and Compaſ- | 
fionate: Nothing opened the | 
powers of a mans Soul ſo much | 
as a calm Temper; a fercne | 
Maind, free of. Paſſion and Dif- | 
order: Nothing made Societies, 
Fanulies, and Neighbourhoods 
fo happy, as when theſe Rulcs | 
which the Goſpel preſcribes, | 
took place, Of doing as we would | 
have others do to us, and loving | 


our Neighbours as our ſelves. 
- The Chriſtian Worſhip was | 


_ to fo pure a Doctrine. The |. 


Ceremonies of it were tew and ! 
ſignificant, as the admiſſion to 1 
it by a waſhing with Water, and : 
the Memorial of our Saviour's | 
Death in Bread and Wine; The 
Motves 1n it to perſwade - 
[ 


this Purity, were ſtrong : That 
God ſees us, and will Judge us 
for all our Actions : Thar we 
ſhall be for ever happy or nuſe- 
rable, as we paſs our Lives here: 
The Example of our Saviour's 


| Life, and the great exprefſions 


of his Love in Dying for us, 
are mighty Engagements to 
Obey and Imitare him. The 


| plain way of Expreſſion uſed 


by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
ſhews there was no Arrttfice, 
where there was ſo much Sim- 
plicity uſed : There were no 


1 Secrets kept only among -the 
7 Prieſts, but every thing was 


| open . to all Chriftzans: The 
Rewards of , Holineſs are nor 
7 entirely put over to ano- 
1 ther State, but good men are 
7 y__ blefſt with peace mn 
"Ke 


cir Confciences, great Joy n 
| the 
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the Confidence they have of 
the Love of God, and of ſee- 
ing Him for ever : And often 


a ſignal Courſe of Bleſſings | 
follows them in their whole | 
Lives: But if at other times | 
Calamities fell on them, theſe | 


were ſo much mitigated by the 
Patience they were taught, and 
the inward Aſſiſtances, with 


which they were furniſhed, that || 


even thoſe. Crofles were con- || 


verted to Blcſlings. 


_ I defired he would lay all | 
theſe things together; and ſee || 
what he could except to them, | | 
to make him think this was a | 


He avoided Applauſe , with- | 


drew Himſelf from the Offers 
of a Crown: Heſubnanted to * 
Poyerty 1” 


E 
% 
; 


Contrivance.” Intereſt appears 
in all Humane contrivances : | 
Our Saviour prainly had none ; | 


a; 
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Poverty and Reproach , and 
much Contradiction in his Life, 


| and to a moſt 1gnomamious and 

| painful Death. His Apoſtles had 

| none neither, They did nor pre- 
| tend either to Power or Wealth: 
| But delivered a Doctrine char 


| 


þ 


£ 
> Þ 
4 
q 


b 


4 


muſt needs condemn them, it 
they ever made fuch uſe of it: 
They declared theirCommutlion 
fully withour reſerves till other 
times : They Recorded their | 
own Weakneſs: Some of them 
wrought with their own hands ; 
and when they received the 
Charimes of their Converts, 1t 
was not ſo much to ſupply 
their own Neceſlities, as to 
diſtribute to others: They knew 
they were to ſuffer much tor 


' | giving their Tefttmonies , to 
1 what they had ſcen and heard : 


| In which ſo many in a thing fo 


H vilible, 
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viſible, as Chriſt's Reſurre&tion 
and Aſcenſion, and the Effuſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt which He 
had promiſed, could not be de- | 
ceived: And they gave ſuch Þ 
publick Confirmations of it by | 
the Wonders they themlſclves 
wrought, that great multitudes 
were converted to a Doctrine, 
which , beſides the oppoſition 
It gave to Luſt and Paſſion, was 
born down and Perſecuted for | 
3oo ycars: and ycrt 1ts force was | 
ſuch, that it not only weathered | 
our all thoſe Storms, but even | 
grew and ſpread vaſtly under 
them. Pliny about threeſcore | 
years after, found their Nums- | 
bers great and their Lives Inno» | 
cent : and even Lacian amudit } 
all is Raillery , gives a high| 
Teſtimony to their Charity 
and Contempt of Life, and the | 
other | 


= 
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| other Vertues of the Chriſtians ; 
| which 1s likewiſe more than 
once done by Malice it {elf, 7u- 
. Þ lianthe Apoſtate. 
| Ifa manwilllay all this m one 
- | Ballance, and compare with it 
. | the-few Exceptions brought to 
- | it, he will ſoon find how tirong 
| the one, and how flight the 
\ | other are. Thercforc it was 
: | an 1mpropcr way, to begin at 
- | ſome Cavils about fome Paſſa- 
«| ges1n the New 7eſtament, or the 
1k 014, and from thence to prc- 
1 | poſleſs one's Mind againſt the 
r | whole. The right method had 
been firſt to conſider the whole 
. | matter, and from ſo gcneral a 
. | yiew to deſcend to more parti- 
+ | cular Enquirics : whereas they 
hf ſuffercd their Minds to be fore- 
y ſtalled with Prejudices; fo that 
> they never exanuncd the mat- 
x tcr impartially. Ms 10 
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To the greateſt part of this 
he ſcemed to aſſent, only he 
excepted to the belict of Myſte- 
ries ih the Chriſtian Religion ; | 
which he thought no man | 
could do, fince 1t 1s not in a | 
mans power to believe that | 
which he cannot comprehend: 
and of which He can have no 
Notion. The believing Myſte- | 
ries, he ſaid, made way for all | 
che Juglings of Pricſts, tor they 1 
getting the people under them # 
in that Point, ſet out to them 
what they pleaſed ; and giving 
ita hard Name, and calling it 
a Myſtery , The people were 
tamed, and cafily believed it. 
The reſtraining a man from the 
uſe of Women, Except one 1n 
the way of Marriage, and de- 
nying the remedy of Divorce, 
ac thought unreaſonable Impo- 

{1t1o0ns 
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ſitions on the Freedom of Man- 


kind : And the buſineſs of the 
Clergy, and their Maintenance, 
with the beliet of ſome Autho- 
rity and Power conveyed in 
their Orders, lookt, as he 
thought , like a piece of Con- 
crivance : And why, ſaid he, 
> | muſta man tcll me, I cannot 
- | beſaved, unle(s I beheve things 
| | againſt my Reaſon, and then 
' 7 char I muſtpay him for celling 
me of them * Thefe were all the 
| Exceptions which at any time I 
heard from him to Chriſtianity. 
{ To which IT made theſe An» 
| ſwers. 

For Myſterics it 1s plain there 
7 151n every thing ſomewhat that 
| 1s unaccountable. How Ant- 
mals or Men are formed in 
their Mothers bellies, how Seeds 
| grow in the Earth, how the 
H 3 Soul 
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Soul dwells in the Body, and 
acts and moves it ; How we rec- 
tain the Figures of ſo many 


words or things 1n our Memo- | 
rics, and how we draw them | 
out fo cafily and orderly in our | 


ay 


vv ma, hbﬀ» 8 _P xx 


Thoughts or Diſcourſes How | 


Sight and Hearing were ſo 
guick and diſtinct , how we 


move , and how Bodies were | 
compounded and united? Theſe | 
tiungs if we follow them into | 
all che Dithculaes, that we may |! 


raiſe about them , will appear |! 


cvcry whit as unaccountable as 
any Myſtery of Religion : And a 
blind or deaf man would judge 


45 Ir EIT 
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S1ghr or Hearing as incredible, ! 
as any Myſtery may be judged 
by us : For our Reaſon 1s not | 


cqual ro them. In the ſame 
rank, different degrees of Age } 
or Capacity raiſe ſome far | 
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4 | above others: So that Children 
- | cannot farhome the Learmiag, 
nor weak perſons the Councels 
{ of more illuminated Minds: 
{ Theretore it was no wonder if 
E wecould notunderitand the Dt 
vine Eflence: We cannot 1ma- 
g1mc how two ſuch diftcrent 
Natures as a Soul and a Body 
ſhould ſo unite together, and 
be mutually atteEted with one 
anothers Concerns , and how 
the Soul has one Principle of 
Reaſon, by which 1t acts Intel 
lectually, and another of lite 
by which it joyns to the Body 
and acts Vially; ewo Princt- 
ples ſo widely diftering both in 
their Nature and Operation, 
and yet united in one and the 
ſame Perſon. There nught be 
as many hard Arguments 
brought againſt the poſſibility 
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of theſe things, which yet every 
one knows to be rrue, from 


Speculative Notions, as againſt | 
the Myſteries mentioned 1n the | 


Scriptures. As that of the 
Trinity , That in one Eflence 


there are three different Prin- | 
ciples of Operation, which, tor | 


want of terms fit to expreſs 
them by,We call Perſons,and arc 
called mn Scripture 7he Father, 
Son,and Holy Ghoſt, and that the 
Second of theſe did unite Hum- 
{clf in a moſt intimate manner 
with the Humane Nature of 
Jeſus Chriſt : And that the Suft- 
tcrings he underwent, were ac- 
ceptcd of God as a Sacrifice for 
our Sins; W ho thereupon con- 


ferred on Him a Power of ; 


granting Eternal Life to all that 
{ubmut to the Terms on which 
He offers it; And that the 
 mnattex 
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matter of which our Bodies 
once conſiſted, which may be 
as juſty called the Bodies we laid 
down at our Deaths, as theſe 
can be ſaid to be the Bodies 
which we formerly lived 1n, 
being refined and made more 
ſpiritual , ſhall be reunited. to 
our Souls, and become a fit In- 
fttrument- for them 1n a more 
perfect Eſtate: And that God 
inwardly bends and moves our 
Wills, by ſuch Impreſſions, as 
he can make on our Bodies and 
Minds. 

Theſe , which are the chicf 
Myſteries of our Religion, are 
neither ſo unreaſonable , that 
any other Objection lics againſt 
them, but this, that they agree 
not with our Common Noti- 
ons, nor ſo unaccountable that 
ſomewhat hke them , _— 
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be afſigned in other things , 
which are beheved really to be, 
though the manner” of them 
cannot be apprehended : So 
this ought noc to be any juſt 
Objection to the ſubmuſſion of 
our Reaſon to what we cannot 
ſo well conceive, provided our 
belict of it be well grounded. 
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There have been too many | 
Niceties brought in indeed, ra- | 
ther to darken then explain | 
theſe: They have been detend- | 
cd by weak Arguments, and | 
illuſtraced by Similies not al- | 


ways fo very apt and pertinent. 


And new fubrilties have been | 


added, which have rather per- 
plexed than cleared them. All 
this cannot be denicd ; the 


3 
F 


Oppoſition of Hereticks ancl- | 


ently , occaſioned too much } 
Curiofity among the Fathers : | 


lich 
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Which the Schoo-men have 
wonderfully advanced of late 
times. But 1f Myſteries were 
received, rather in the fimpli- 
city in which they are delivered 
in the Scriptures, than accor- 
ding to the deſcantings of fan- 
ciful men upon them, they 
would not appear much more 
incredible , than fome of the 
common Objects of ſenſe and 
perception. Andat 18 a needleſs 
tear that 1f fome Myſteries are 
acknowledged, which are plain- 
ly mentioned in the New 7eſta- 
ment, 1t will then be in the 
power of the Prieſts to add 
more at their pleaſurc. For 1t 1s 
an abſurd Interence from our 
being bound to aflent to ſome 
Truchs abouttheDivine Eſſence, 
of which the manner 1s not 
underſtood, to argue that there- 
fore 
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fore in an Obyect preſented 
duly to our Senſes, ſuch as 
Bread and Wine, We ſhould be 


bound to believe againſt their | 
Teſtimony, that 1t 1s not what | 


our Senſcs perceived 1t to be, 


but the whole Fleſh and Blood 


of Chriſt; an entire Body being 


in every Crumb and drop of | 


it. It 1s not indeed 1n a mans 
power to bclieve thus againſt his 
Senſe and Reaſon, where the 
Object 15 proportioned to 


them, and fitly applied, and the - | 


Organs arc under no indiſpoſiti- 
on or diſorder. It 1s certain that 
no Myſtery is to be admitted, 
but feta” very clear and ex- 
preſs Authorities from Scrip- 
ture, which could not reaſon- 
ably be underſtood in an 

other ſenſe. And though a 


man cannot form an cxplicite 


Notion 
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Notion of a Myſtery, for then 
it would be no longer a Myſtc- 


ry, Yet in general he may be- 


eve a thing to be, though he 
cannot give himſclt a particu- 
lar account of the way of it : 
or rather though he cannot 
Anſwer ſome Objections which 
lie againſt it. We know We 
believe many ſuch in Humane 
matters, which are more within 
our reach : and 1t 1s very un- 
reaſonable to ſay, We may not 
do it in Divine things, which 
are much more above our Ap- 
prehenſions. | 

For the ſevere Reſtraint of 
the uſe of Women, 1t 1s hard 


| to deny that Priviledge to Jeſus 
1 Chriſt as a Law-Gier, to lay 
| ſuch Reſtraints, as all inferiour 
1 Legiſlacors do ; who when they 
1 find the Liberties their Sub- 


jects 
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jects take , prove hurtful to 
them, ſet ſuch Linaits, and 


make ſuch Regulations, as they | 


judge neceſſary and expedient, 
It cannot be ſaid but the Re- 


ſtraint of Appetite 1s neceſſary un | 


ſomc Inſtances : and it it 1s nc- | 


ceſlary in theſe, perhaps other 


Reſtraints are no leſs neceſlary, 


to fortific and ſecure theſe. For | 
if it be acknowledged that Men | 


have a property in their Wives | 


and Daughters, ſo that to defilc 
the one, or corrupt the other, 
is an 1njuſt and injurious thing ; 
Itis certain, that except a man 
carctully governs his Appetites, 
he will break through theſe 
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Reſtraints: and therctore our } 
Saviour knowing that nothing ! 
could fo cftcctually deliver the } 
World trom the nufchiet of | 
unreftrained Appetite, as ſuch | 


a Con- 
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a Confinement, nughe very 
reaſonably enjoyn 1. And 1n 
all fuch Caſes Weare to bal- 
lance the Inconvemences on 
both hands, and where we 
find they are hcavicſt, We arc 
to acknowledge the Equity of 
the Law. On the one hand 
there 1s no prejudice, but the 
reſtraint: of Appetite ; On thc 
other, are the nuſchicts of bc- 
ing given up to plcaſurc, of 
running inordinatcly into 1t, 
of breaking the quice of our 
own Family at home, and of 
others abroad : the ingaging 
into much Paſſion , the doing 
many falfc and impions things 
to compaſs what 1s deſired, the 
Walt of mens Eſtatcs, tume, and 
health. Now let any man 
judge, Whether the prejudices 
on this fide , arc not greater, 
than 
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than that ſingle one of the 
other {ide,of being denied ſome | 
pleaſure? For Polygamy, 1t 1s but | 
reaſonable ſince Women are |: 


equally concern'd in the Laws 1. 


oft Marriage, that they ſhould } 
be conſidered as well as Men : 
But in a State of Polygamy they 
are under great mufery and | 
jcalouſie , and are indecd bar- 5 
barouſly uſed. Man being | 
allo of a ſociable Nature, * 
Friendſhip and Converſe were | 
among the primitive Intend- |} 
ments of Marriage, in which as 
far as the man may excel the 
Wite in greatneſs of Mind, and 
height of Knowledge, the Wife 
ſomeway makes that up with 
her Afﬀection and tender Care : 
So that from both happily 
muxecd, there ariſes a Harmony, 
which 1s to vertuous Mindy 

One 


— 
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one of the greateſt joys of lite : 
Bur all this 15 gone 1n a ſtate of 
Polygamy, which occaſions per- 


7 petual Jarrings and Jealou- 
7 ties. Andrhe Variety does but 
] engage men to a freer Range 
| of pleaſure, which 1s not to be 
| put in the Ballance with the far 
| greater Miſchiets that muſt 
* tollow the other courſe. So 
! that 1t 1s plain, Our Saviour 
conſidered the Nature of Man, 
| what it could bear, and what 


was fit for 1t, when he fo re- 
ſtrained us in theſe our Liber- 
ties. And tor Divorce, a power 
to break that Bond would too 
much encourage married per- 
ſons in the little quarrcllings 
that may rife between them ; It 
it were 1n their power to depart 
one from another. For when 
they know that cannot be, and 

] that 
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that they muſt hve and die to- 
gether, 1t docs naturally incline 
chem co lay down their Reſent- 
mcnts, and to endeavour to 
live as well together as they 
can. So the Law of the Gof- 


pel being a Law of Love , de- Þ 


ſigned to engage Chriſtians to 
mutual love ; Ic was fit that all 


ſuch Proviſions ſhould be 
made , as nught advance and 


maintain 1t: and all ſuch Liber- | 
tics be taken away, asarc apt to | 


cnkindle or foment ſtrife. This 
might fall in ſome inſtances to 
be uneaſic and hard cnough , 
but Laws conſider what falls 
out molt commonly,and cannot 
provide for all particular Caſes. 


The beſt Laws arc in ſome In- | 
ſtances very great grievances. | 
But the Advantages being bal- | 
lanccd with the Inconyeniences, | 


Mea- | 
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Meaſures are to be taken accor- 
| dingly. Upon this whole mat- 
iter Taid, That pleaſure ſtood 
| in oppoſition to other Contide- 
" Erations of great Weight, and 
" | fothe deciſion was caſte. And 
" © fince our Saviour offers us ſo 
| great Rewards, It 1s but reaſon- 
able He have a Priviledge of 
loading theſe Promiſes with 
ſuch Conditions, as arc not in 
themſelves graretul to our na- 
Icural Inclinations : For all that 
{propoſc high Rewards, have 
[thereby a right to exact diff- 
> ficult performanccs. 

| To this he ſaid, We are ſure 
l Jrhe terms are difhcult, but are 
- not ſoſure of the Rewards. Up= 
- Jon this I told him, That we have 
- Ithe ſame aſſurance of the Re- 
* {wards, that we haye of the 
I 2 other 
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other parts of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. We have the Promiſe 
of God made to us by Chriſty 
confirmed by many Miracles : 
We have the Earncſts of theſe} 
in the quiet and peace which| 
tollows a good Conſcience # 
and in the Reſurrection off 
Him from the dead, who hath 
promiſed to raiſe us up. Sof 
that the Reward 1s ſuffcient-}} | 
ly aflurcd to us: And there 15] 
no reaſon it ſhould be given toll | 
us, betore the Conditions arc? 
performed, on which the Pro-J 
muſes are made. It 1sbut rea-,} 
{onable that we ſhould truſt 7. 
God, and do our Duty, In; 
hopes of that eternal Life, which 
God who cannot lie, hath promi- 
ſed. The Difhcultiesare not fo | 
grcat, as thoſe which ſome: : 
cimes the commoneſt concerns } 
of | 
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of Life bring upon us: The 
learning ſome Trades or Sci- 
ences, the governing our 
$4 Health and Afﬀairs, bring us 
] often under as great {traights. 
7 Sothat it ought to be no juſt 
A prejudice, that there arc fome 
{ things in Religion that arc un- 
hf cafic, fince this 15 rather- the 
q effect of our corrupt Natures, 
| which arc farther deprav'd by 
51 vitious habits, and can hardly 
7 turn to any new courſe of lite, 
<3 without ſome pain, than of the 
7 Dictates of Chriſtianity, which 
-1 are in themſelves juſt and rea- 
+] ſonable, and will be cafic to us 
: | when-renew'd, and in a good 
, 3 meaſure re{tor'd to our Primi- 
tive Integrity. 

>] As for the Exceptions he 
. 7 had to the Maintenance of the 
; 4 Clergy, and the Authoricy to 
"| 33 winch 
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other parts of Chriſtian ReliY « 
gion, We have the Promiſcy 
of God made to us by ChriſtY 
confirmed by many Miracles } | 
| 
| 
( 


We have the Earneſts of theſe} 
in the quiet and peace whicht 
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tollows a good Conſcience þ 
and in the Reſurrection off 

Him from the dead, who hathh 

promiſed to raiſe us up. So} 

that the Reward 1s ſufficient-}) 
ly aflurcd to us: And there vi} | 
no reaſon it ſhould be given to! 
us, before the Conditions arc? 
performed, on which the Pro-J 
muſes are made. It 15bur rea-,} 
ſonable rhat we ſhould truſt]. 
God, and do our Duty, In} 
hopes of that eternal Life, which 
God who cannot lie, hath promi-| 
ſed. The Difhculties are not fo 
great, as thoſe which ſome- * 
eimcs the commoneſt concerns ? 
of | 
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of Lite bring upon us: The 
learning ſome Trades or Sc1- 
ences, the govcrning our 
5s Health and Afﬀairs, bring us 
4 often under as great itraights. 
J So that it ought to be no juſt 
2 | prejudice, thar there arc ſome 
of things in Religion that arc un- 
hf caſfic, fince this 1s rather - the 
effect of our corrupt Natures, 
| which arc farther deprav'd by 
7 vitious habits, and can hardly 
of] turn to any new courſe of lite, 
<4 without ſome pain, than of the 
7 Dictates of Chriſtianity, which 
-.1 are in themſelves juſt and rea- 
} 7 ſonable, and will be cafic to us 
7 when-renew'd, and in a good 
} meaſure reſtor'd to our Primi- 
. 3 tive Integrity. 
>] As for the Exceptions he 
. 3 had to the Maintenance of the 
; | Clergy, and the Authority to 
| C2 winch 
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which they pretended ; if they | 
ſrerched their Deſigns too far, } 
The Goſpel did plainly reprove 
them tor 1t : So that 1t was ve 
ſuicable ro that Church, which 
was fo grolly faulty this way, | 
ro take the Scriptures out of the | 
hanus of the people, ſince they | 
do fo manitclity diſckum "vl 
ſuch practices. Thc Prictts of Þ 
the truc Chriſtian Religion have | 
no ſecrets among them, whuch |! 
the World mult not know, but ® i 
are only an Order of Mcn de- ® 
dicatcd to God, to attend on 2 
Sacred things, who ought to be * 
holy in a more peculiar man- 
ncr, ſince they are to handle ? 
; 
the things of God. It was ne- [ 
ceſlary that ſuch perſons ſhould Þ 
havc a due Eſteem paid them, 
and a fit /iaintenance appoint- ? 
cd tor them: That ſo they } 
nught | 


__ 
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might be preſerved from the 


Contempt that follows Poverty, 


and the Diſtractions which the 


! providing againſt it nughc 
1 otherways involve them 1n : 

7 And as in the Order of the 
$ World, it was neccflary for 
! the ſupport of Magiſtracy and 
! Government, and for preſer- 
{ ving 1ts eftcem, that ſome {tare 
| be uſed (though it 1s a happt- 
| neſs when Grcat Men have 
Philoſophical Minds, to dcfpiſc 
| the Pageantry of it. ) So the 


; plentiful ſupply of the Clergy, 
! if well uſed and applicd by 


; 
| 
| 


| them, will cerrainly turn to the 


{ Advantage of Religion. And if 
| ome men either through Am- 

bition or Covetouſacſs uſed in- 
dire&t means, or fſervits Com- 
[rope to aſpire ro ſuch Dig- 
| nities, and being poſleficd of 
L 4 them 
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them, applied their Wealth ct- 


ther ro Luxury or Vain Pomp, 
or made great Fortunes out of 
it for their Famuhes; theſe were | 
perſonal failings in which che | 
Doctrine of Chriſt was not | 
concerned. | 
| He upon that told me Mlain-| | 
iy, There was nothing that gave 
him, and many others; a more | 
ſecret encouragement 1n their | 
ill ways,than that thoſe who pre- |: 
tended to believe, lived ſo that * 
they could not be thought to | 
be 1n carneſt, when they ſaid it : 
For he was ſurc Religion was | 
either a meer Contrivance, or 
the moſt 1mportant thing that 
could be: So that if he once © 
belieycd, he would ſet himſelf ! 
in great carneſt to live ſuitably ' 
£© 1t, The aſpirings that he 
had obſerved at Court, of ſome | 
of | 
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- | of the Clcrgy, with the ſervile 
>, | ways they took to attain to 
f Þ Prefterment, and the Animoſi- 
& | ties among thoſe of ſeveral 
e i} Parties, about trifles, made him 
t 7 often think they ſuſpected the 
things were not true, which in 
- || their Sermons and Diſcourſes 
c || they fo carneſtly recom- 
e | mended. Of this he had ga- 
r |; thered many Inftances ; I knew 
ſome of them were Miſtakes 
! and Calummics; Yet I could 
7 not deny but ſomething of 
! them might be too true : And 
{ I publiſh chis the more treely, 
/ toputall that pretend to Reli- 
| g10n, chiefly thoſe that are de- 
dicatced to holy Functions, 1n 
{ mind of the great Obligation 
| thathcsonthem to lyc ſutably 
to their Profeſſion : Since other- 
wiſe a great deal of the Irrelt- 
g10N 
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g1ON and Atheiſm that is 


among us, may too juſtly be | 


charged on them : for wicked 


men are delighted our of mea- * 
ſure when they diſcover ill ? 
things in them, and conclude | 
from thence not only that |: 


they are Hypocrites, but that 
Religion 1t felf 1s a cheat. 

But I ſaid ro him upon this 
Head, that though no good 
man could continue in the 
practice of any known 11n, yer 
ſuch nught, by the violence or 
ſurpriſe of a Temptation , to 
which they are liable as much 
as others, be of a ſudden over- 
come to do an ill thing, to their 
great grief all their life after. 
And then it was a very 1qjuſt 
Inference, Upon ſome few 
failings, to conclude that ſuch 
men do not belicyc themſelves. 
But 


£ 


But how bad ſocver many are, 


| it cannot be denied bur there 


are alſo many both of. the 


| | Clergy and Laity, who give 


_ Z great and real Demonſtrations 
_ Z of the power Religion has over 
{ them; in their Contempe of the 
! World, the {trictneſs of ther 
! Lives, their readineſs to for- 
! give Injuries, to relieve the 
| Poor, and to do good on all 
 Occafions: and yet even theſe 
* may have their failings, either 


! 1n ſuch chings wherein their 
: Conſtitutions are weak, or their 
| Temptations ſtrong and ſud- 
; dain: Andan all ſuch caſes We 
| arcto judge of men, rather by 


* 
$ 
b 


the courſe of their Lives, than 
by the Errors,that they through 
infirmity or ſurprize may haye 
{lipt into. 


Theſc 
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Theſe were the chief Heads | 


we diſcourſed on; and as far as 
I can remember, I have faith- 
fully repeated the ſubſtance of * 
our Arguments: I have not 
conccaled the ſtrongeſt things # 
he ſaid to me, bur though I | 
have not enlarged on all the 
Excurſions of his Wit in ſet- F 
ting them off, Yet I have given | 
them their full ſtrength, as he |: 
expreſſed them; and as far as I | 
could recolle&t, have uſed his * 
own words: So that Iam afraid © 
ſome may cenſure me for ſer- ' 
ting down theſe things ſo :' 
largely , which Impious Men ' 
may make an ill uſe of, and 
gather together to encourage 
and defend themſclves in their 
Vices: But if they will com- 
parc them with the Anſwers 
made to them, and the ſenſe 
that 


that ſo great and refined a Wit 
had of them afterwards, I 
hope they may through the 
? bleſling of God be not altoge- 
ther ineffectual. 

” The iflue of all our Dif- 


courſes was this, He told me, 


| He faw Vice and Impiety were 
"| as contrary to Humane Socic- 
| ty, as wild Beaſts let looſe 
| would be; and therefore he 
| firmly refolved to change the 
'? whole method of his Life : to 
* become ſtrictly juſt and true, to 


: be Chaſt and Temperate, to 
| forbear Swearing and Irreligi- 
' ous Diſcourſe, to Worſhip and 
' Pray to his Maker : And that 
 thoughhe was not arrived at a 
; full perſwaſion of Chriſtianity, 
| he would never employ his 
1 Wi more to run it down, or 
} tocorrupt others. 
= Ot 
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Of which I have lince a 
further aſſurance, from a Per- 
ſon of Quality, who converſed 
much with him, the laſt year 
of his life ; ro whom he would 
often ſay, That he was happy, 
if he did believe, and that he 
would never endeayour to 
draw him from it. 

Toall this I Anfwered, That 
a Vertuous Life would be very 
uncaſie to him, unleſs Vicious 
Inclinations were removed: It 
would otherwiſc be a perpetual 
conſtraint. Nor could 1t be 
effected without an inward 
Principle to change him: and 
that was only to be had by ap- 
plying himſclt tro God for it 
in frequent and earneſt Pray- 
ers : AndlI was ſure it his Mind 
were once cleared of theſe Diſ- 
ordcrs, and cured of thoſe 
Piſtem- 
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Diſtempers,which Vice brought 
on it, fo great an Underſtand- 
ing would ſcon ſee through 
all thoſe {lights of Wit, that do 
feed Atheiſm and Irrcligion: 
which have a falſe glittering in 
them, that dazles ſome weak 
ſighted Minds, who have not 


* capacity cnough to penctratc 


further than the Surfaces of 
things : and fo they ſtick in 
theſe Toyls, which - 8 ſtrength 
of his Mind would ſoon break 
thorough, if 1t were once freed 
from thoſe things that depreſſed 
and darkened it. 

Ar this paſs he was when he 
went from London , about the 
beginning of April: He had 
not been long in the Count 
when he thought he was pl 


q well, that being to go to his 


q Eſtate 1 in Somerſetſhire he rode 
chither 
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. thither Poſt. This heat and 
violent motion did ſo inflame 


an Ulcer, that was in his Blad- 


der, that 1t raifed a very great | 


pain in thoſe parts : Yet hel 


with much difficulty came 


back by Coach to the Lodge | 


at Woodſtock-Park. He was then 
wounded both in Body and 
Mind : He underſtood Phyſick 


and his own Conſtitution and | 
Diſtemper ſo well, that he con- } 
cluded he could hardly reco- | 
yer: For the Ulcer broke and } 
vaſt quantinies of purulent mat- | 
ecr paſt with his Urine. Burt } 
now the hand of God touched * 
him, and as he told me, It was 7 
not only a general dark Me- | 
lancholy over his Mind, ſuch 
as he had formerly felt ; but a 
molt penetrating cutting Sor- | 
row. So that though in his 
Body | 


] 
. 
t 
| 
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Body he ſuffered extream pain, 
for ſome weeks, Yet the Ago- 
mes of his Mind ſometimes 
ſwallowed up the ſenſe of what 


{ he felr in his Body. He told 


me, and gave 1t me 1n charge, 


| to tell ir ro one for whom he 


was much concernd , thar 
though there were nothing to. 
come after this lite, Yet all the 


| Pleaſures he had ever known 1n 


| Þ Sin, were not worth that torture 
| & he had felt in his Mind:He conſi- 


Z dered he had not only neglected 


 ® and diſhonoured, but had open- 
© ly defied his Maker, and had 


| drawn many others into the 


7 like Impierics : So that he look- 


# cd on himſelf as one that was 
Fin great danger of bang 
4 damn'd. He then fet himfelt 


7 wholly to turn to God untcign- 
edly, and to do all that was 


K poſſible 
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poſſible in that little remainder 


- of his life which was before 


him , to redeem thoſe great 
portions of it, that he had for- 
merly ſo ill employed. The 
Miniſter that attended con- 
ſtantly on him, was that good 
and worthy man Mr. Parſons, 
his Mothers Chaplain,who hath 
ſince his death Preached , ac- 
cording to the Directions he 
received from him, his Funeral 
Sermon: in which there are fo 
many remarkable Paſſages, that 
I ſhall refer my Reader to them, 


and will repeat none of them 
here, that I may not thereby 
leflen his defire to edifie himſelf! 
by that - excellent Diſcourſe ,\ 
whuch has given ſo great and ſo] 


general a fatisfattion to all 


good and judicious Readers. TI} 
ſhall ſpeak curſorily of every} 


thing, 
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ching, but that which I had 
immediately from himſelf: He 
was viſited every Week of his 
ſickneſs by his Droceſan, that 
truly Primitive Prelate,the Lord 
Biſhop of Oxford ; who though 
he lived fix mules from him, yer 
looked on this as fo important 
a picce .of his Paſtoral Care, 
that he went often to him; and 
treated him with that decent 
plainneſs and freedom which 1s 
ſo natural to him ; and took 
care alſo that he might not on 
terms more eaſe than ſafe, -be 
at peace with himſclf. Dr. Mar- 
ſhal the Learned and Worthy 


J Reflor of Lincoln-Colledge in 
J Oxford, being the Miniſter of 


che Pariſh, was alſo frequently 
with him : and by theſe helps 
he was fo directed and ſupport- 


J cd, that he might not on the 


K 2 One 
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one hand- fatisfie himſelf with 
too ſuperficial a Repentance, 
nar on the other hand be out 
of meaſure oppreſſed with: a 
Sorrow without hope. As ſoon 
as I hcard he was ul], bur yet mn 
ſuch a condition that I might 
write to him, I wrote a Letter 
to the beſt purpoſe I could. 
He ordered one that was then 
with him, to aflure me 1t was 
very welcome to him : but not 
{atisfied with that, he ſent me 
an Anſwer, which, as the Coun- 


tels of Rocheſter his Mother told | 


me, he dictated every word, 
and then ſigned 1t. 


unwilling to have publiſh'd it, 
becauſe of a Complement 1n it 
co my {clt, far above my merit, | 
and not very well ſuiting with 
his Condition. 


] was once! 


But 


kk mo. 


1 
” 
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But the ſenſe he expreſſes 
in 1t of the Change then 
wrought on him, hath upon 
ſecond thoughts prevail'd with 
me to publiſh it, leaving out 
what concerns my elf. 


W oodſtock-Park, 
Pune 25. 1680. Oxfordſhire. 


My moſt Honour'd Dr. Burnctt, 


MZ Spirits aud Body de- 


cay ſo equally together, 


1 that I ſhall write You a Let- 
| ter as weak as [ am inperſon. 


| { begin to value Church-men 


y above all men in the World, 


1c. If God be yet pleaſed 


3 0 
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to ſpare me longer in this 


World, T hope in your Con- 
werſation to be exalted to that 
degree of Piety , that the 
World may ſee how much 
I abhor what I ſo long 
loved, and how much I glory 


in Repentance, and in Gods 
Service. Beftow your Pray-| 
ers upon me, that God would| 
ſpare me (if it be his good} 
Will) to ſhew a true Repen-| 
tance and Amendment of life} 

or the time to come: Or elſe} 
if the Lord pleaſeth to put an 
end to my worldly being now, | 
that He would mercifully ac-\ 


cept of my Death-Bed Re- 
pentance , and perform that 
Promiſe 


] 
| 
] 


( 


s - ( 
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Promiſe that Fle hath been 
-N pleaſedromake, That at what 
time foever a Sinner doth 
*f Repent, He would receive 
| him. Put up theſe Prayers, 
2 most dear Dottor, to Almighty 
| 

} 


'Þ God for your moit Obedient 
y and Languiſhing Servant. 


Rocheſter. 
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He told me when I ſaw him, 


That he hoped I would come to. 
him upon that general Infinua-. 


cion of the deſire he had of my 
Company ; and he was loth to 
write more plainly : not know- 
ing whether I could cafily 


ſpare ſo much time.-.I told | 


him, That on the- other hand, 
I looked on 1t as a preſumption 
to came ſo far, when he was 1n 
ſuchexccllent hands;and though 
perhaps the freedom formerly 


berwcen us, nught have cxcuſed Þ 
It with thoſe to whom it was | 


known ; yet it might have the |} 


appcarance of ſo much Vanity, | 
to ſuch as were ſtrangers to it ; | 
So that till I received his Letter, | 


I did not think 1t convenient to | 


come to him : And then not 
hearing that there was any 
danger of a ſudden change, I 


delayed 
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delayed going to him till che 
Twentieth of July. Ar my 
coming to Iis Houſe an accr- 
dent fell out not worth men- 


tioning, but that fome have 


made a ftory of 1t. His Ser- 
vant being a French-man carried 
| up my Name wrong, ſo that he 


57 


E miſtook it for another , who - 


{ had ſentto him, that he would 
7 undertake his Cure, and he be- 
7 ing reſolved nor to meddle with 


| him, did nor careto fee him: 


! This miſtake laſted ſome hours, 


EZ withwhich I was the better con- 


Z tented, becauſe he was not then 
g in ſuch a condition, that my 
& being about him could have 
 bcen of any uſe to him: for thar 
Night was like to have been his 
aſt, He had a Conmulſion-Ftt, 
and raycd ; but Opiates being 
grven him, after ſome hours 
ret, 
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reſt, his raving left him ſo en- 
tirely, that 1t never again re- 
turned to him. 

I cannot eaſily expreſs the 
Tranſport he was in, when he 


awoke and ſaw me by him : He | 


brake out in the tendereſt Ex- 
preſſions concerning my kind- 
neſs in comung fo far to ſee ſuch 
a One, uſing terms of great 
abhorrence concerning himſclt, 


which I forbear to relate. He 
told me, as his ſtrength ſeryed F 
lim art ſeveral ſnatches, for he | 
was then ſo low, that he could | 
not hold up diſcourſe long art | 


once, what ſenſe he had of his 
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paſt life ; what fad: apprehen- | 
ſion for having ſo offended his | 
Maker, and diſhonoured hus | 
Redeemer : What Horrours he | 


had gone through, and how 


much his Mind was turned to 
call 


call on God, and on his Cruci- 
fied Saviour : So that he hoped 
he ſhould obtain Mercy, for 
he believed he had ſincerely re- 
pented ; and had now a calm 
in his Mind after that ſtorm 
that he had been in for ſome 
Weeks. He had ſtrong Ap- 

rehenſions and Perſwaſions of 

s admutance to Heaven : of 
which he ſpake once not with- 
out ſome extraordinary Emotir- 


F on. Ir was indced the onl 


time that he ſpake with any 


| grcat warmth to me: For his 


7 Spirits were then low, and fo 


far ſpent , that though thoſe 


| : about him told me, He had ex- 


prefied formerly great fervor 
in his Devotions; Yet Nature 
was ſo much ſunk, that theſe 
were 1n a great meaſure fallen 
off. But he made me pray 

| often 
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often with him; and ſpoke of 
his Converſion to God as a 
thing now grown up in him to 
a ſctled and calm ſeremty. He 
was very anxious to know m 


Opinion of a Death-Bed Re- 
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pentance. I told him, That 
betore I gave any Reſolution in 
that, it would be convenient F 
that I ſhould be acquainted | 


more particularly with the Cir- Þ 


cumſtances and Progreſs of his | 
Repentance. . 

Upon thus he ſatisfied mein | 
many particulars. He ſaid, He |} 
was now perfwaded both of | 
the truth of C briſtianity, and ; 
of the power of inward Grace, | 
of which he gave me this # 
ſtrange account. He ſaid, } 
Mr. Parſons 1n order to his Con» | 
viction, rcad to him the 53. 
Chapter of the Prophefic of 
| Iſaiah, 


Iſaiah, and compared that with 
the Hiſtory of our Saviour's 
Paſſion, that he might there ſee 
a Propheſie concerning it, writ- 
ten many Ages before 1t was 
done; which the Fews that 
blaſphemed Jeſus Chriſt ſull 
kept in their hands, as a Book 
{ divincly inſpired. He ſaid to 


me, 7hat as heheard it read, he 


" felt an inward force upon him, 
| which did ſo enlighten his Mind, 
| and convince him, that he could 
Y reſiſt it no longer : For the words 
had an authority which did ſhoot 
like Raies or Beams in his Mind; 
So that he was not only convinced 
by the Reaſonings he had about 
it, which ſatisfied his Underſtand- 
ing, but by a power which did ſo 
effetually conſtrain him, that he 
did ever after as firmly believe in 
his Saviour , as if he had ſeen 
him 
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Ver. 1. 


Verſ. 2. 
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him in the Clouds. He had made 
it be read ſo often to him, that 
he had got « by heart: and 
went through a great part of it 
inDiſcourſe with me,with a ſort 
of heavenly Pleaſure, giving 
me his RefleCtions on it. Some 
tew I remember, Who hath be- 
lieved our Report ? Here, he ſaid, Þ 
was foretold the Oppoſition the | 
Goſpel was to meet with from ſuch | 
Wretches as he was. Hehath no. | 
Form nor Comlineſs, and when we 
ſhall ſee Him, there is no beauty | 
that we ſhould deſire him. On | 


this he ſaid, The meanneſs of his | 


appearance and Perſon has made | 


 wain and fooliſh people diſparage % 


Him, becauſe he came not in ſuch | 
a Fools-Coat as they delight in. 
Whar he ſaid on the other parts |} 
I do not well remember: and 
indeed I was ſo affected with 
what 


what he ſaid then to me, that 
the general tranſport I was un- 
der during the whole Diſcourſe, 
made me leſs capable to re- 
member theſe Particulars, as I 
wiſh I had done. 

He told me , That he had 
thereupon received the Sacra- 
| ment with great ſatisfaction, 
| and that was encreaſed by the - 
E pleaſure he had in his Ladies 
} receiving it with him: who 
had been for ſome years miſled 
into the Communion of the 
$ Church of Rome, and he him- 
7 fclf had been not a little In- 
7 ftrumental 1n procuring it, as 
3 he freely acknowledged. So 
7 that ic was one of the joytulleſt 
things that betel him in his 
Sickneſs, that he had ſeen' that 
Miſchief removed, in which he 
had ſo great a Hand: and 

| during 
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during his whole Sickneſs, he 
expreſſed ſo much tenderneſs 
and truc kindneſs to his Lady, 
that as it caſily defaced the 
remembrance of ' eycry thing 
wherein he had been 1n fault 


tormerly, ſo it drew from her | 
the moit paſſionate care and | 
concern for him that was pof- 
ſible: which indeed deſerves a | 
iigher Character than 1s decent | 
to give of a Pcrſon yet alive. | 


But I ſhall confine my Dif- 


courſe ro the Dead. 


He told me, He had over- ; | 
come all his Reſentments to all F. 


the World; So that he bore il] 
will to no Perſon, nor hated * 
any upon perſonal accounts. | 
He had givena true ſtate of his | 
Debts, and nad ordered to pay | 


them all, as far as his Eſtate 
that was not fetled, could go ' 
an 


——_— A OY ——— — « 


rs 


_s - o 
de Os a ECW" 1 Fn tit AT ARES 


and was conhdent that -1f all 
that was owing to him were 
paid to his Exccutors, his Cre- 
ditors would be all farished. He 
ſud, He found Ins Mind now 
poſicficd with another ſenſe of 
things, than ever he had for- 
merly : He did not repinc under 
all his pain, and in one of the 
ſharpcit Firs he was under whule 
I was with. im ; He ſaid, He 
did willingly ſubmit ; and look- 


Þ ing up to Heaven, ſaid, God's 
| holy Will be done, I bleſs Him for 


| all He does to me, He protetled 


he was contented cither to dic 
or live, as ſhould pleaſe God: 
And though it was a fooliſh 
ching for a man to pretend to 
chooſe, Whether he would dic 


| or live, yer he wiſhcd rather to 


dic. He knew he could never 
be ſo well , that lite ſhould be 
| 9 com- 
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comfortable to him. He was| 


confident he ſhould be happy iff 
he died, but he feared 1t hef 
lived he might Relapſe : AndÞ 
then fad he ro me, I what a | | 
condition jhall I be, if I Relapſe 
after all this * But, he ſaid, he j 
tr uſted i in the Grace and Goodneſs| 
of God, and was reſolved to avoidſi | 
all thoſe Temptations, that Courſe 1 
of Life, and Company, that was) | 
likely to inſnare him : and hel} 
defired to live on no other ac- f 
count, but that he might by the® Þ 
change of his Manners ſome wayt 
take "off the high Scandal his for-x 
mer Behaviour had given. All7 ir 
theſe things at ſeveral times If 
c 
C 
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had from him , beſides ſome} 
Meſſages which very well bc-| 
came a dying Penitent to ſome! 
ot Iis former Friends, and a} 
Charge to publith any thing 
CON 
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concerning him, thar raiche be 
a mean to reclaim others. P-ay- 
ing God, that as his life a3 ah 7 
8 much hurt, fo his death might do 
| ſome good. 
Having underſtood ail theſe 
{|| things from him , and being 
__ tO g1VE him my Opinion 
lainly about his Eternal Sta are 3 
i told him , That thougin the 
I Promiſes of the Goſpel did all 
c || depend upon a real change of 
| Heart and Litc, as che > indi! ifpen- 
ef fable condition UPON whi ich 
yFchey were made; and thar it 
"1 was ſcarce poiliole to know ccr- 
I Jrainly whether our Hearts arc 
Ll changed, unleſs it appeared in 
cFour lives; and the Repentance 
-Jof moſt dyi ing men, being like 
cithe howlings of condemned 
aB Priſoners for Pardon , "oP 
flowed from no ſenſe of the! 
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Crimes, but from the horrour | 
of approaching Death; there | 
was little reaſon to encourage |; 
any to hope much from ſuch | 
Sorrowings : Yet certainly if the 
Mind of a Sinner, even on af? 
Death-Bed, be truly renewed? 
and turned to God, ſo great 1s | 
His Mercy, that He will recerve|! 
him, even 1n that CXEFCNury, |} 
He ſaid, He was ſure his Mind was| 
entirely turned, and though Hor-\y 
rour had given him bis firſt. 
awaking, yet that was now grownÞ! 
uÞ into @ ſetled Faith and Con 
wverſton. s 
There 1s but one prejudice 
lies againſt all this, ro defeat? 
tie good Ends of Divine Pro-F 
vidence by it upon others, as} 
well as on himſelf : and that} 
1s that it was a part of hi} 
Diſeaſe, and that the lowneſs of 
his 


o 
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|| his Spirits made ſuch an altera- 
«| tion in him, that he was not 
of | what he had formerly been: 
1 Þ and this ſome have carried ſo 


«|| far asto fay, That he died mad: 


| Theſe Reports arc raiſed by 
4]; thoſe who arc unwilling that 
the lait Thoughts or Words of 
a Perſon, every way fo cxtra- 
ordinary , ſhould have any ct- 
fect either on themſelves or 
' others: And it 1s to be tcar'd, 
* that ſome may have fo far 
| ſeared their Conſciences, and 
j | exceeded the common Mea- 
7 ſures of Sin and Infidelity, that 
| * neither this Teltimony, nor one 
"# coming from the Dead, would 
rþ ſ1 onific much towards tizeir 
E Conviction. That this Lord 
| was cither mad or {tupid, 1s a 
| thing ſo notoriouſly untruc, 
| chat it is the greateſt Impudence 
L3 {or 
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for any that were about him, | 
to Report itz and a very un-| 
reaſonable Credulity in others| 
to bcdlieve it. All the while I| 
was with nim, after he had ſlept! 
our the diſorders of the Fit 
was 1n the firſt Night, he was|j 
not only without Ravings; but| 
nad a clcarnets in his Thoughts]? 
in jus Memory, in his reflectr } 
ons on Things and Perſons, far © 
Pcyonad what I ever ſaw 1n a 
Perſon fo low in his ſtrength.” 
He was not able to hold out? 
On 9 Thi Diſcourſe, for his Spry 
rits tailed: but once for halt aut 
howr, and often for a quarter of}? 
nn hour, : after r he awakened, h«* 
tad a V ivacity in his Diſcourſe! 
chat was CXLFaOT rcinary, and 113 
| tings like himſelE He cal 
'-d often for his Children, his 
501 WC now Earl Of Rocheſter 
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and his three Daughters, and 
ſpake to them with a ſenſe and 
tecling thar cannot be cxpreſled 
in Writing. He called me once 
to look on themvall, and ſaid, 

See how Good God has been to me, 

in giving me ſo many Blefſings,and 
T have carried my ſelf to Him like 
an ungractious and unthank ful 
Dog. He once talked a great 
deal to me of Publick Attairs, 


| and of many Perſons and things, 


with the fame clcarnck of 


t] thought and expreſſion, thar he 


| had ever done before. So chat 
fl by no {1gn, but his Weakneſs of 
7 Body, and giving over Dil- 
courſe fo ſoon, could I [ perceive 

| a difference between what his 


7 Parts formerly were, and whar 


| they werethen. 

And that wherein the pre- 
ſence of his Mind appcared 
Js 4 mot, 
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moſt, was in the total change 
of an 1/1 habit grown ſo much 
upon him, that he could hardly 
govern himſclt , when he was 
any ways heated, three Minutes 
without falling into it; I mcan 
Swearing. He had acknows- 
ledged to me the former Win- 
ter, that he abhorrcd it as a baſc 
and indecent thing , and had 
ſer Iimfelf much to break it 
off: but he conteiied that he 

was fo over-power d by that 1ll 


Cuitom , that he could nor | 


{f 


ſpeak with any warmth, with- | 


out repeated Oaths , which, 
upon any fort of provocation. 
came almoſt naturally from 


him: Burt in his laſt Remorſes 


tis did fo ſcnfibly affect him, 
that by a reſokite and conſtant 
watchtulncfs , the habit of 1t 
vas perfectly malter'd ; So that 
tpon 
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upon the returns of pain which 
were very ſevere and trequent 
upon him, the Jait day I was 


with him ; or upon fuch diſ- 


pleaſures as people ſick or in 
pain arc apt to take of a ſudden 
at thoſe about them ; On all 
theſe Occaſions he never {wore 
an Oath all the whule I was 
there. 

Once he was oftcnded with 
the dclay of one that he 
thought made not haſt enough, 
with ſomewhat he called for, 
and ſaid in a little heat, 7hat 
damned Fellow: Soon after I 
told him, I was glad to find his 
Style fo rctormed, and thar hc 
had ſo cntirely oycrcome that 
1] habir of Swearing ; Only that 
word of calling any damned, 
which had returned upon him, 
was not decent. His Anfwer 
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was, 0h that Language of Fiends | 


which was ſo familtar to me,hangs 
yet about me : Sure none has de- 
ferved more to be damned than 1 


have done. And after he had | 
humbly asked God Pardon for | 
it, he defired me to call the | 
Perſon to him, that he might | 
ask him forgiveneſs: butT told | 
him that was needleſs, for he | 
had ſaid 1t of one that did nor | 


hear it, and fo could not be ot- 
tended by 1t. 


In this diſpoſition of Mind | 


did he continue all the while I | 


was with him, four days togc- 
ther ; He was then brought fo 


low thatall hope of Recovery | 


was gone. Much purulent 
matter came from him with his 
Urine, which he paſſed always 
with ſome pain ; But one day 
with uncxpreſſible corment : 

Tet 
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Yet he bore 1t decently, withour 
breaking out into Repinings, or 
impatient Complaints He 
imagined he had a Stone in his 
Paſſage, bur it being ſcarched, 
none was found. The whole 
ſubſtance of his Body was 
drained by the Ulcer, and no- 
thing was left but Skin and 
Bone : and by Iying much on 
his Back, the _ there began 
to mortifie. But he had been 
tormerly ſo "a thar he ſeemed 
as much paſt all hopes of lite as 
NOW ; W hich made him one 

Morning a iter a foul] and fwect 
Nights reſt procured by Lau- 
denn, v1VEN (1M V [UICU! T1 his 
knowledge, wo fancy 1t Was 2n 
effort of Nat arc, and to ks fr 
co entertain fornc 10P0: S Of Re- 
COVErY : For tne ſad, Hi: tcl 
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had nothing ailing him, but an 
extream weakneſs,which might 
go off in time: and then he 
entertained me with the Scheme 
he had laid down for the reſt 
of his life, how retired , how 
ſtrict, and how ſtudious he 1n- 
tended to be : But this was ſoon 
over, for he quickly telt that ir 
was only the eftect of a good 
{lcep, and that he was (Ull in a 
very deſperate itate. 

I thought to have left him 
on Friday, but not without 
ſome Paſſion, he defired me to 
ſtay that day : there appeared 
no ſymptome of preſcnt death ; 
and a Worthy Phyſician then 
with him, told mc, That though 
he was ſo low that an accident 
might carry hum away on a 
{:ddain; Yer without that, he 
thought he might hve yet 

{ome 
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ſome Wecks. So on Saturday 
| at Four of the Clock in the 
Morning I left him, being the 
24thof July. But I durſt nor 
take leave of him ;” for*he had 
expreſlcd ſo great an unwilling- 
neſs to part with me the'da 
before, that if I had not pre- 
ſcntly yielded to one days tay, 
it was like to have given him 
ſome trouble, theretore I 
thought it better to leave him 
without any Formality. Some 
hours after he asked for me, 
and when it was told him, I was 
gone, he ſeem'd to be troubled, 
and ſaid, Has my Friend left me, 
then I ſhall die ſhortly. After 
that he ſpake but once or 
twice till he died: He lay 
much ſilent: Once they heard 
lim praying very deyoutly. 
And 


158 


Some Paſſages of the Life 
And on Monday about Two 


of the Clock in the Morning, | 
he died , without any Convul- | 


fon, or ſo much asa groan. 
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| thought fir to have continued 
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Hus he lived, and thus 

he died in the Three and 
| and Thirtieth Year of his Age. 
' Nature had fitted him for 
| great things, and is Know- 
| ledge and + Obſervation quali- 
| fyd him to have been one of 
' the moſt cxtraordinary Men, 
| notonlyof his Nation, bur of 

| the Age he lived in; And I do 
| venty believe, that if God had 


him longer in the World, he 
| had been the Wonder and De- 
 Iight of all char knew him. Burt 
the infincely Wife God knew 
better what was fit for him, 
and what the Age deſerved. 
For men who haye fo call x 
a: 
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all ſenſe of God and Religion, 
deſerve not ſo ſignal a Ble- 
ſing, as the Example and Con- 
victon which the reſt of his 
life might have given them. 


And I am apt to think chat che | 


Divine Goodneſs took pity on 
him, and ſecing the {inccrity of 
lis Repentance, would try and 
venture lum no morc in Car- 
cumitances of Temptation, per- 
haps too hard for Humane 
Frailry. Now he1s at reſt, and 


I am very confident enjoys the 
Fruits of his late, but ſincere Re- | 
pentance. Bur ſuchas hve,and 
itll go on 1n cheir Sins and Im- | 
pictics, and will not be awaken- | 
cd neither by this, nor the other | 
Allarms that are about thezr | 


Ears, are, it ſeems, givenup by 
God to a judicial Hardneſs and 
Impemrency. 
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| longer kick againſt thoſe Pricks, 
| but humbled himſelf under that 
| Mighty Hand, and as he uſed 
| often to fay in his Prayers, He 
| who had ſo often denied Him, 
| found then no other Shelter, but 
his Mercies and Compaſſions. 


| withall the tendernefsand cauri- 
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Here 1s a publick Inſtance of 
One who lived of their Side, 
but could not dic of .it : And 
though none of all our Liber- 
tines underſtood better than 
he, the ſecret Myſterics of Sin, 
had more ſtudied every thing 
that could ſupport a man in 1t, 
and had more reſiſted all ex- 
ternal means of Conviction 
than he had done; Yet when 
the hand of God urwvardly 


touched lim , he couid no 


I have written this Account 


on I could uſe,and in whatſoever 
M I may 
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I may have failed, I have been 


frict in the truth of what I 


have rclated, remembring that | 
of 7ob, Will ye lie for God? Re- | 
Iigzon has Strength and Evi | 


dence cnough 1n 1t ſelf, and 
needs no Support from Lyes, 
and made Stories. I do not 
pretend to have given the for- 
mal words that he ſaid, though 
[I have done that where I could 
remember them. Burt I have 
written this with the ſame Sin- 
ccriry, that I would have done, 
had I known I had been to die 
immediately after I had finiſhed 


it. 1] did not take Notes of 


our Diſcourſes laſt Winter af- 
rer we parted; ſo I may have 
pcrhaps in the ſetting out of 
my Anſwers to him, have en- 
larged on ſeveral things both 
more tully and more regularly, 

than 


a aa RS B33, 


ITY 
hog [2 a 


£ 
- 
= 
| 


n U F E "" «, => FR 
PF: lt 6 He ie 0edec Gr Bohra 


' NOS  om_ we 


than I could fay them in: fuch 
tree Diſcourſes as we had: I 
am not ſo ſure of all 1 ſet down 
as fd by me, .as I am of all 
ſud by him to me. Bur yet 
the ſubſtance of the great- 
clt part, even of that, 1s the 
ſame. | 

Ic remains that I humbly 
and carneltly befcech all chat 
ſhall take this Book mn their 
hands, that they will contider 


; 1tentirely: and not wrelt fome 
| parts toanull intention. God, 


the Searcher of Hearts, knows 
with what Fidelity I have writ 
it: : But if any will drink up 


' only the Porſon that may be in 


/ 1t, withour taking alſo the An- 


| ridote here given to thoſe 1ll 


: Principles; or conſidering the 
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ſenſe that this great Perſon had 


! of them, when he reflected 
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ſeriouſly on them ; and will ra- 
ther confirm themſelves in their 
ill ways, by the Scruples and 
Objections which I fet down, 
than be edified by the other 
parts of it ; AsI will look on it 
as a great Infehcity , that 1 
ſhould have faid any thing that 
may ſtrengthen them 1n their 
Impietics; So the lincerity 
of my Intentions will, 1 doubr 
not, excuſe me at his hands, to 
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whom I offer up thus ſmall Ser- | 


VICC. 


I have now performed, in | 


the beſt manner I could, what | 
was left on me by this Noble | 
Lord, and have done with the | 
part of an Hiſtorian. I ſhall in | 
the next place fay ſomew har as | 


a Divine. So cxtraordinary a 


Text does almoſt force a Ser- | 


mon, though it is plain cnough | 


It 
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it ſelf, and ſpeaks with fo loud 
a Voice, that thoſe who arc nor 
awakened by it , will perhaps 
confider nothing that I can ſay. 
If our Libertines will become 


| fo far ſober asto examine their 
| former Courſe of Life, with 
| that diſingagement and 1mpar- 
| tiality, which chey muſt ac- 
| knowledge a wiſe man ought 
to uſe 1h things of greateſt 
| Conſequence, and ballancethe 
| Account of what they have got 
| by their Debaucheries, with the 
' Miſchiets they have broughc 
' on themſelyes and others by 
- | them, they will ſoon ſee what 


- | a mad Bargain they have made. 


' Some Diveriion , Mirth , and 
| Pleaſure 1s all they can promiſe 


themſelves ; but to obtain this, 
how many Evils arc they to 
ſuffer ? how have many waſted 

M 3 their 
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their ſtrength , 'brought many 
Diſcaſes on their Bodies, and 
precipicated their Age 1n the 
purſuit ot thoſc things? > and as 
they vring old Age carly on 
themſelves, ſo it becomes a mi- 
{cravlz ſtate of lite to the great- 
cit part of them ; Gorrs, Stream 
guries, and other Infirmities, be- 
ing {cverc Reckonings for their 
paſt Follies ; not to mention 
the MOre achfome Diſcaſes, 
witi1 their no leſs loathſome 
and troubleſome Cures, which 
they mult often go through, 
who dcliver themſelves up to 
forbidden Pleaſure. Many are 
dishgur'd beſide, with the marks 
of thewr Intemperance and 
Lewdnets, and which 1s yct ſad- 
der, an Infection 1s deriyed of- 
eentunics on ther Innocent, but 
pnl 2ppy Iflue, who being we- 
{cended 


ſcended from ſo vitiated an 
Original, ſuffer for their Exceſ- 
ſecs. Their Fortunes are pro- 
fuſely waſted, both by their 
m_—_ of their Affairs , they 
being ſo buricd in Vice, that 
they c cannot employ either their 
Time or Spirits, ſo much cx- 
hauſted by Intcmperance , to 
conlider them; and by that 
Prodigal Expence which their 

Luils put them upon. They 
ſuffer no lefs mn thuar Credit, 
the chief mean to recover an 
intangled Eſtate ; tor that 1rre- 
gular Expence forccth them ro 
ſo many mean ſhifts, makes 
them ſo often falfe to all their 
Promiſes and Refolutons, that 
they muſt necds teel how much 
they have loſt, that winch a 
Gentleraan, and Men of inge- 

nuous tempers do ſometimes 
| M 4 Prc- 


and Death of John E, of Rocheſter, , 6 7 


Some Paſſages of the Life 


prefer even to life it ſelf, their 
Honour and Reputation. Nor 
do they ſuffer leſs in the Nobler 
powers of their Minds, which, 
by a long courſe of ſuch difſo- 
lute Practices, come to fink 
and degenerate fo far, that not 
a few, whoſe firſt Bloſſoms gave 
the moſt promifing Hopes , 
have ſo wither'd, as to become 
1ncapable of great and generous 
Undertakings, and to be dif- 
abled to every thing , bur to 
wallow like Swine in the filth 
of Senfualiry , their Spirits be- 
ing diflipated, and their Minds 
ſo nummed , as to be wholly 
unfr for bulineſs, and even in- 
diſpoſed to think. 

That thus dear price ſhould 
be paid for a litle wild Mirth, 
or groſs and corporal Pleaſure, 
is a thung of ſuch imparalelled 
Folly, 
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| Folly, that if there were not too 
many ſuch Inftances before us, 
it might ſeem incredible. To 
| all this we muſt add the Hor- 
| rours that their il] Actions raiſe 
| 1n them, and the hard ſhifts 
' they are pur to to ſtave off 
| theſe, either by being perpe- 
| tually drunk or mad, or by an 
| habitual diſuſe of thinking and 
| reflecting. on their Actions, 
/ and (if theſe Arts will nor per- 
| fectly quiet them) by taking 
- Sanctuary in ſuch Atheiſtical 
* Principles as may ar leaſt mutt- 
| gate the ſowrneſs of their 
thoughts , though they can- 
not abſolutely ſettle their 
Minds. 

If the ſtate of Mankind and 
| Humane Societies are conlider- 
| ed, what Miſchicts can be equal 
; to thoſe which follow theſe 
; Courlcs. 
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Courſes. Such Perſons are a 
Plague where cycr they come ; 
they can neither be cruſted nor 
beloved, having caſt off both 
Truth and Goodneſs , which 
procure Confidence and attract 
Love : they corrupt ſome by 
their 1]] Practices, and do irre- 
parable Injuries to the reſt ; they 
run great Hazards, and pur 
themſelves tro much trouble, 
and all this to do what is in 
their power to make Damnati- 
on as ſure to themſelves as 
poſſibly they can. What In- 
fluence this: has on the whole 
Nation 1s but too viſible ; How 
the Bonds of Nature, Wedlock, 
and all other Relations are 
quite broken. Vertue is thought 
an Antick Piece of Formality, 
and Religion the cftect of 
Cowardiſe or Knavery : Theſe 
are 
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| are the Men that would Re- 
form the World, by bringing = 
| 1t under a new Syitem of In- | 
| tellectual and Moral Principles, | 
' but bate them a few bold and 2 
| lewd Jeſts, what have they cyer 
| done, or deligned to .do , to 
| make them be remembred, ex- 
| cept it be with deteſtation ? | 
| They are the Scorn of the pre- | 
| {ent Age, and their Names muſt 
rot in the . next. Here they 
have before them an Inſtance 
of one who was deeply cor- 
[ rupted with the Contagion 
' which he firſt derived from 
Others,bur unhappily heighten- 
ed it much himſelf. He was 
a Matter indeed, and not a bare 
crifler with Wit, as ſome of 
theſe are who repcat, and that 
but ſcurvily , what they may 
| have heard from him or ſome 
| others, 
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others, and with Impudence 
and Laughter will face the 
World down, as if they were | 
to teach it Wiſdom; who, God | 
knows, cannot follow one | 
Thought a ſtep further than as | 
they have conned 1t ; and take | 
from them their borrow'd Wit | 
and their minucal Humour, | 
and they will preſently appear | 
what they indeed are, the leaſt | 
and loweit of Men. S; 

If they wall, or if they can Þ 
chink a little, I wiſh they would | | 
confider that by their own F 
Principles, they cannot be ſure | 
that Religion 15 only a Contri- | | 
vance, all they pretend to is | © 
only to weaken ſome Argu- | | 
ments that are brought for it : | 
but they have not Browenough | 
to fay, They can prove that | 
their own Principles are true. | 


WG | 
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So that at moſt they bring their 
Cauſe no higher, than that ir 
is poſſible Religion may nor be 
- erue. But ſbi] 1t 1s poſſible it 
| may be true, and they have no 
| ſhame lefr that will deny thar 
| 1t 1s alfo probable it may be 
| true; andif fo, then what mad 
| Mcnare they who run fo great 
' a hazard fornothing? By their 
own Confeſſion it may be there 
1s a Goda Judgment, and a Life 
' to come; and it fo, then He 
| that believes theſe things , and 
lives according to chem, as he 
| enjoys a long courſe of Health 
' andquictof Mind, an innocent 
| rellifh of many true Pleaſures, 
: andthe Screnities wich Vertue 
-. raiſes in him, with the good 
| Will and Friendſhip which it 
| procures him from others ; So 
; when he dies, if theſe things 
| Prove 
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prove Miſtakes , he .docs not 
out-live his Error, nor ſhall it 
afterwards raiſe trouble or .dil- 
quict in him if he then ceaſes to 


be : Bur if theſe things be true, | 


he ſhall be infinitely happy in 


that State, where his preſent | 


ſmall Services ſhall be ſo cx- 
ceſſively rewarded. The. Ziber- 
tines on the other ſide, as they 
know they muſt die, ſo the 
thoughts of Dcath muſt be 
always Mclancholy to them, 
they can have no pleaſant view 
of that which yet they know 


cannot be very tar from them: } 
The leaſt paintul Idea they can | 


'F 


have of it 1s, that it 1s an ex- | 


tinction and ceaſing to be, but 
they arc not ſure eyen of that. 
Some ſecret Whiſpers within 
make them, whether they wall 
or not, tremble at the Appre- 
henſions 


f - 


D 


| 
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henfions of another State ; net- 
ther their Tinſel-Wit , nor ſu- 
perficial Learning , nor their 
impotent Affaultes upon the 
weak {ide as they think of Relt- 
210n, nor the boldeſt Notions 
| of Impiety, will hold them up 
| then. Of all which Inow pre- 
ſent ſo lively an Inſtance, as 
| perhaps Hiſtory can ſcarce pa- 
| rallel. 

| Here were parts ſo cxalted 
by Nature, and improved by 
Study , 'and yet ſo corrupted 
and debaſed by Irreligion and 
| Vice, that he who was made to 
| be one of the Glories of his 
| Age was become a Proverb.,and 
if his Repentance had not in- 
| terpoſed, would have been one 
| of the greateſt Reproaches of 
| it. He knew well the ſmall 
| ſtrength of that weak Cauſe, 
6 and 


and Death of John E, of Rocheſter E- 7 5 


- Some Paſſages of the Life 


and at firſt deſpiſed, but after- 
wards abhorred it. He felt.the 
Miſchicefs, and ſaw the madneſs 
of it; and therefore though he 
lived to the ſcandal of many, 
he died as much to the Editi- 
cation of all thoſe who ſaw 
him ; and becauſe they were 
but a ſmall number, he deſired 
that he might even when dead 


yet ſpeak. He was willing no- | : 
thing ſhould be concealed that | 


might caſt Reproach on him- 
{clt, and on Sin, and offer up 


Glory to God and Religion. þ 
So that though he lived a | 
hainous Sinner, yet he died a Þ 


moſt exemplary Penitent. 


It would be a yain and Ridr | 
culous Inference, for any from | 
hence to draw Arguments | 
about the abſtruſe Secrets of | 
Predeſtination 3 and to con- 
chude 


AN 


clude that if they are of the 
number of the Elect, they may 
live as they will, and chat D1- 
vine Grace will at ſome time 
or other violently conſtramn 
them , and irrefittably work 
upon them. But as St. Paul 
was called to that Eminent Ser- 
vice for which he was appoint- 
| ed, in ſoſtupendious a manner, 
| as 15 NO warrant for others to 
expect ſuch a Vocation ; So if 
upon ſome {ignal Occaſions 

ſuch Converſions fall our, 
| which, how far they are ſhort 
| of Miracles, I ſhall not deter- 
; Þ mane, 1t1s not only a vain but 

| a permicious Imagination, for 
- | any to go onintheir ill ways, 
; upon a fond Conceit and Ex- 
| pectation that the like will befal 
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fÞ them: For whatſoever Gods 


- | extraordinary dealings - with 
; N ſome 
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ſome may be, We are ſure His 
common way of Working is 
by offering theſe things to our 
rational Faculties, which, by the 
aſſiſtances ot His Grace, it we 
improve them all we car, ſhall | 
be certainly eftectual ior our | 
Reformation ; and if we neg- | 
lect or abuſe theſe, We put our | 
ſclyes beyoud rhe common | 
Methods of Gods [Mier: y, and | 
have no reaſon to expect that þþ 
Wonders ſhould be wrought 
for our Convicaon ; whiuch F 
though they ſometimes hap- Þ 
cen, thatthcy may give an ct- þ 
tetual Allarm for the awaking Þ 
of others, yet ir would deitroy þ 
the whole dela of Rehgion, F 
if mcn ſhould depend ::pon or þ 
look for ſuci: an extrav:umary Þ 
and ferctole Operation of Guils | 
Gracc. ; 
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And I hope that thoſe who 
have had ſome ſharp Reflect 
ons on their paſt Lite, ſo as to 
be reſolved to forſake their 11! 
Courſes, will not take the leaſt 
cncouragement to themſelves 


| 1n that deſperate and unreaſon- 


able Reſolution of putting off 
their Repentance till they can 
{in no longer, from the hopes I 
have expreſs'd of this Lords 
obtaining Mercy ar the laſt , 


\ and from thence preſume that 


| they alſo ſhall be received, when 
| they turn to God on their 
' Death-Beds: For what Mercy 
# ſoever God may fhew to ſuch 


| as really werc never inwardly 


touched bctore that time ; Yer 


| there 15 no reaſon to think that 


thoſe who have dealt fo difin- 


| guouſly withGod and their own 


Souls, as defignedly to put off 
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ther turning to Him , upon 


ſuch Coniiderations, ſhould be Þ 
chen accepted with Him. They | 
may dic ſuddenly, or by a Þ 
Diſeaſe thar may ſo diforder | 
cheir Underſtandings, that they Þ 
ſhall nor be 1n any capacity of Þ 
Reflecting on their paſt Lives. 


The wward Converſ1on of our 
Minds 1s not fo in our power, 
rat 1t can be cftectcd without 
Divine Grace ath{ting. And 
there 15 no reaſon tor thoſe 
who nave neglected theſe Af- 
{iftances all their Lives, to ex- 
pect them 1n ſo extraordinary 


manner at their Death. Nor Þ 
can one, eſpecially i a Sick- Þ 
ncſs, that 1s quick and cri |, 
tical, be able to do thoſe þ 
chings that arc often indiſpen- | 


ſably neccſlary to make his 
Repentance compleat : And 
cvcn 
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| even 1n a longer Diſeaſe, in 
| which there are larger Oppor- 
tunities for theſe things; Yet 
' there 1s great Reaſon to doubt 
' of a Repentance begun and 
| kepr up mcerly by Terrour, and 


not from any ingenuous Prin- 
ciple. In which, though I will 


not take on me to limit the 


Mercies of God, which arc 
boundleſs ; Yet this mult be 


| confeſſed, that to delay Repen- 


tance, with ſuch a deſign, 1s to 
pur the greateſt Concernment 
we have upon the moſt dange- 
rous and deſperate Iflue that 1s 
poſlible. 

Bur they that will ſtill go on 
in their Sins, and be fo partial 
to them.as to uſe all endeavours 
co {trengcthen themſelves un 
cheir cyil Courſe, even by theſe 
very things which the Provi- 
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dence of God ſcts betore them, | 
for the caſting down of theſe | 


ſtrong holds of Sin: What 1s to 


be ſaid to ſuch ? it1s to be fear-}- 
cd, that it they obſtinately per-P- 
fiſt, they will by degrees come | 


within that Curſe, He that 35 


Unjuſt, let him be Unjuſt till : 


and he that is Filthy, let him be 
Filthy ſtill, But if our Goſpel 
z hid, it is hid to them that are 
loſt, in whom the god of this World 
hath blinded the Minds of them 
which believe not, leaſt the Light 
of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who i the Image of God, ſhould 


ſhine unto them. 
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